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Chief Executive appointed for Connected Digital Economy Catapult
The Technology Strategy Board (www.innovateuk.org) is pleased to announce that Neil Crockett has been
appointed to lead the Connected Digital Economy Catapult centre.
The Catapult, a world-class centre of applied technology based in London, will help UK industry to
develop new digital and internet enabled products and services that will underpin many parts of the UK’s
future economy. Neil will take up his role from 2 January 2013 to drive the Catapult’s rapid growth and
deliver its ambitious vision.
Neil Crockett joins the Catapult from Cisco, where he held a number of roles including Managing Director
– British Telecom WW Operations from 2006, Managing Director – UK Public Sector from 2008 and
Managing Director – London 2012, overseeing all aspects of Cisco’s London 2012 Olympics sponsorship,
with its focus on leaving a lasting skills and innovation legacy for the UK digital sector.
Speaking at the Urban Age Electric City conference in London today David Willetts, Universities and
Science Minister, said:
"The UK has one of the world’s strongest digital markets and the Connected Digital Economy
Catapult will build on this by fostering innovation and driving growth across the £100 billion ICT,
software and digital content sectors. I am pleased to welcome Neil Crockett as Chief Executive
Officer of the centre – his knowledge and expertise will ensure its future success."
Iain Gray, Chief Executive of the Technology Strategy Board, said:
“The Catapult will develop expertise in a range of strategic internet-enabling technologies and will
help the UK economy to benefit from the vast opportunities that these will create, in sectors
ranging from media and content, e-health and e-government to cyber-cities and infrastructure
management. We are delighted that Neil will be driving this exciting work. His knowledge,
experience, passion and energy will be of great benefit and we look forward to working with him.”
Commenting on his appointment as Chief Executive Officer, Neil Crockett said:
"Unleashing the true potential of the connected world across the UK economy is at the heart of
the country's long term growth. It is a privilege to lead the new Connected Digital Economy
CDECat/anno/NS/Dec12

Catapult and have the opportunity to accelerate the translation of the UK's world class digital
discovery and innovation into new and sustained economic success.
“The Catapult has the advantage of being able to integrate into the world class digital innovation
community that is active across the UK, but will focus on providing leadership in the areas of
highest potential, with activities that deliver new speed and intensity, to turn great digital ideas
into great digital companies."
The Catapult will help industry develop, commercialise and exploit new products, processes and services
that will both underpin the future digital economy and transfer across to other parts of the global
economy. By providing access to test and demonstrator facilities, the Catapult will encourage new and
sustainable ways for businesses in the digital sector to generate value from their innovations and to find
ways for other sectors to embrace and adopt internet-enabled opportunities.
The Catapult is searching for suitable premises in London and will be ramping up its operations during
2013. Head-hunters are working to find a suitable Chair and a number of non-executive directors for the
Catapult, who should be in post early in 2013.
Catapult centres are being established by the Technology Strategy Board, as a new addition to its range of
programmes to stimulate innovation. They are places where the best of the UK’s innovative businesses
and researchers work together to bring new products and services more quickly to commercialisation.
Focusing on areas with great market potential, Catapults will open up global opportunities for the UK and
generate economic growth for the future. Ends

Notes to Editors:
1. The Technology Strategy Board is the UK’s innovation agency. Its goal is to accelerate economic growth by
stimulating and supporting business-led innovation. Sponsored by the Department for Business,
Innovation and Skills (BIS), the Technology Strategy Board brings together business, research and the public
sector, supporting and accelerating the development of innovative products and services to meet market
needs, tackle major societal challenges and help build the future economy. For more information please
visit www.innovateuk.org.
2. Born in Northern Ireland, Neil Crockett graduated from the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and worked
at Arthur Anderson, Rank Xerox, Compaq Computers and Husky Computers before joining Cisco in 1998.
He held a number of roles there before becoming Director Cisco Capital – Europe Middle East and Africa in
2004. He was appointed Managing Director – British Telecom WW Operations in 2006, Managing Director
– UK Public Sector in 2008 and Managing Director – London 2012.
3. The Technology Strategy Board will oversee the establishment of the Catapults. The High Value
Manufacturing Catapult was the first to open, in October 2011. In addition to the Connected Digital
CDECat/anno/NS/Dec12

Economy Catapult, catapult centres for Cell Therapy, Offshore Renewable Energy, Satellite Applications,
Future Cities and Transport Systems are also being established.
4. Media enquiries should be addressed to the Technology Strategy Board’s media relations team:
Nick Sheppard, 07824 599644, nick.sheppard@tsb.gov.uk or 07766 901150, pressoffice@tsb.gov.uk.
5. To see all press releases from the Technology Strategy Board please visit: Press Releases.
6. To subscribe to the Technology Strategy Board’s RSS newsfeed please visit: RSS newsfeed.
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