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Dawn Butler said: “The stadium is
great. I had only ever seen it from
outside and from there it looks mas-
sive, I wondered if fans would be able
to actually see what was happening
on the pitch. But having been inside, 
I can now see that the stadium will
offer great views from every angle.

Ms Butler has also been very
impressed with the “well thought
through changes” being made to
local public transport and the wider
regeneration of the area with new
houses, shops, bars, cafés, a multiplex
cinema and unrivalled community
space. She believes: “With huge 
public transport investment at
Wembley’s three stations, travelling 
by public transport to Wembley will
be much easier in the future.”

“Within a few years, we will be
bringing the West End to Wembley.
People won’t need to travel into
Central London for a good night out
as there will be so much to do here.”

Cllr Ann John, Leader of Brent
Council says: “Wembley will be a place
to live, work and play for local people
but we are also gearing up to welcome
millions of visitors each year.”

The new Stadium development is
also generating around 7,000 new
jobs – many full-time permanent jobs.
There will also be around 5,000 to
8,000 part time jobs on event days
and evenings. 

Ms Butler, who worked as a
National Race and Equality Officer for
the GMB union, prior to becoming an
MP, said: “There will be lots of good

jobs that all local people can apply for
including parents who have to juggle
work and childcare.

“The construction work is also 
helping to plug the gender gap. For
example, women are being accepted
as plumbers, whereas before women
would not have trained because of
limited jobs.”

And, it is not just the local MP 
who is excited by the employment
prospects. Ms Butler recalls the 
excitement of over 150 young 
people at a recent youth forum she
organised and attended. “These
youngsters were very enthusiastic
about Wembley Stadium and wider
redevelopment – they have jobs to
aim for so there’s a purpose 
to working hard.”

Wembley has a new champion in the shape of newly
elected Brent South MP Dawn Butler, who recently 
visited the new Wembley Stadium. She talks to
Wembley Way about the transformation of the area.

The Dawn of
a new era 
for Wembley 
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Working for Wembley

“I am proud to have the

Wembley development 

on my patch. It is fantastic

to be the MP where so

much positive change is

planned to create an

amazing new Wembley. 

I can see real change 

and a lasting legacy for

the whole area.”

Dawn Butler, 

Brent South MP

Sir Cliff at 
Wembley Arena
Sir Cliff Richard popped down to
Wembley in October to view the
ongoing £35m refurbishment of the
Arena and to visit hundreds of his
fans who were queuing to buy 
tickets for his 2006 tour. Sir Cliff 
has headlined at the Wembley
Arena 52 times and made his debut
at the venue back in 1960. Cliff –
Here and Now, sees Cliff’s return to
Wembley Arena in November 2006.

Cliff is one of several big names
already booked to perform at
Wembley Arena when it reopens in
April next year. The first act lined up
is 1980s electro pop band Depeche
Mode, with two sold out shows on
2 and 3 April.

The Refrigerator
guns for Wembley

American football legend, 
The Refrigerator, is throwing his
weight – all 27 stone of it –
behind the bid to bring Gridiron
to Wembley next autumn. 
William Perry, better known as
The Refrigerator, visited Wembley
Stadium during September during
discussions to stage the first NFL
(National Football League) regular
season game outside the USA.

Bon Jovi to return 
to Wembley Stadium
American rock giants Bon Jovi 
will kick off the concerts at the 
new Wembley Stadium, fighting off
fierce competition from many giants
from the music industry for the 
honour of being the first to play at
the new stadium, including the
Rolling Stones. Tickets went on sale 
at £35-60 for the first gig, scheduled
for 11 June 2006. Aptly Bon Jovi 
was also the final act to play the 
legendary music venue prior to 
its redevelopment.

Cllr Ann John with Brent South MP Dawn Butler

Sir Cliff Richard 
at Wembley Arena



News

Dateline: Wembley
End 2005

Seats and glass panelling continue to be installed at the stadium

Work on Stadium access corridor continues to widen 
Great Central Way and improve traffic flow to the stadium

All platforms at Wembley Park station are fully operational. 
Events ticket office and hall open. New signage outside 
station completed.

Stadium roof will be installed

Work on Stadium Access Corridor completed

Pitch construction commences

Work beings on St Modwen’s & Rotch Properties scheme 
at Wembley Central

January 2006

Work completed on Wembley’s
three train/tube stations

Stadium car parks to be completed

March 2006

Work to start on Quintain
Estates & Development
plc’s first residential block

Refurbished Wembley
Arena Reopens

Brent Council has now received the
detailed planning application for
Quintain Estates and Development’s
first residential block – part of the wider
mixed-use redevelopment by Quintain
for the £1.7 billion transformation of
the land surrounding the new Wembley
Stadium. The council is keen to get
views about the plans from residents
and businesses in the area. The move
follows the granting of outline planning
consent in September 2004.

Located near Wembley Arena at the
junction of Empire Way and Engineer’s
Way, the planning application includes
detailed designs for 286 residential
apartments in an eight storey build-
ing, featuring 49 per cent affordable
housing, with 86 apartments for key
workers and 55 for social rent.

The design is based around a large
communal courtyard, space for shops
at the ground floor, an employment
portal and a new community crèche.

Basement car parking for 132 cars
and a cycle storage space for each flat
are included. The scheme also pro-
vides various environmentally friendly
initiatives, including a Combined Heat
and Power (CHP) system, rainwater
harvesting from the roof and a car
club for residents.

The design includes a proportion of
wheel-chair accessible housing and
larger social rented units at roof level
in the form of duplex flats for larger
family accommodation. A proportion
of the affordable housing will also be
transferred to ASRA, a black and
minority ethnic housing association.

The block will take 22 months to
build and Quintain hopes to be able
to start on site in March 2006, with
the first new residents moving in 
early 2008.

A copy of the full application and
plans can be viewed at Brent House
and Town Hall One Stop Shops; and
on Brent Council’s website:
www.brent.gov.uk/planning.nsf
Please send comments to the Director
of Planning, Brent Council, Brent
House before 30 November 2005.

New homes for Wembley 

Event day parking
Following extensive consultation with
residents and businesses in Brent dur-
ing 2004 and 2005, Brent Council is
ready to begin work on the implemen-
tation of the protective parking
scheme for the areas in and around

the new Wembley Stadium. Designed
to minimise disruption to residents and
businesses on Stadium event days, the
scheme will operate in a single zone
around the stadium for up to 37 days
per year. Only residents and local busi-
nesses would be able to hold the spe-
cial event day parking permits, which

will allow them to park in the roads
around the stadium on event days. For
full details of the agreed scheme, visit:
www.brent.gov.uk/wembley. 
Next issue of Wembley Way will 
provide information on how to apply
for permits and how the scheme will
be managed. 

The colour and creativity of Africa
came to Wembley town centre
during September. The popular
annual fair saw traders and enter-
tainers from more than ten African
countries offering a wide variety of
arts and crafts to visitors. Music
and dance from the continent
ensured a lively atmosphere.

A market with more than 30
stalls selling arts, crafts and food
was one of the highlights of the
showcase. There were also art and
craft workshops for adults and
children, plus poetry readings.

Wembley 
celebrates
African culture 

Outline planning permission 
has been granted by Brent
Council to Zed Homes for the
redevelopment of Karma House
based in North End Road,
Wembley and detailed plans 
are now being considered. The 
architecturally attractive 17-storey
building includes a 120-bed 
hotel on the first five floors, 
108 timeshares or apartment
hotel lets on 6-15 floors and a 
top floor restaurant and public
viewing gallery.

Karma House 
redevelopment

Illustration of new homes

According to the Institute of Public
Policy Research’s study ‘Born Abroad’
more than 50 per cent of Wembley’s
population was born abroad and
what’s more there is a huge diversity
of countries represented here.

Wembley has proved a global
magnet for people from Asia (India,
Pakistan and China); black Africans
(including Somalia), Irish, Black
Caribbean and Eastern European.

The study showed that in Brent
51.93 per cent of residents were
born overseas (figures collaborated
with the 2001 census). This wide

diversity has been termed “super-
diversity” or “hyper diversity”.

Brent has the greatest diversity and
representation of different cultures
among all London boroughs. These
facts have generated a lot of interest
in Wembley recently with coverage
in national media and BBC TV and
BBC’s website.

Multiculturalism 
the Wembley Way



Fans going to see the McFly concert
at Wembley Arena on 1 October were
the first to use Wembley Park Station’s
new state of the art events ticket hall
and the new refurbished and widened
exit steps to Olympic Way. The new
brighter and larger commuter ticket
hall, constructed with glass, stainless
steel and marble effect floor, provides

a modern and airy ambience.
Safety and security has also been

strengthened at the new-look station
with an extensive suite of 124 CCTV
cameras that provide coverage to all
corners of the station. This will ensure
staff can monitor the large crowds
from every angle.

Fans coming to Wembley will be

able to move quickly and easily
through the station onto the platforms
and away from Wembley as capacity
has also been increased to handle 70
per cent more passengers than previ-

ously – nearly 40,000 people per hour.
It is also planned to install five new

lifts and extra work to modernise the
station, such as resurfacing floors, will
continue until May 2006.

April 2006

Stadium ramp up events

May 2006

The rebuilt Wembley Stadium
hosts its first FA Cup final

2007

Work continues on land surrounding
Wembley Stadium

Wembley Park 
Redevelopment work continues at Wembley Park 
station. When fully completed in May 2006, Wembley
Park will become one of the most futuristic looking
stations on the Jubilee line, if not the entire network.

Wembley 
Stadium Station 
Wembley’s newest landmark –
White Horse Bridge – is starting to
take shape. Four giant arches
weighing a total of 420 tonnes
were swung into place during
August, using a 1,200-tonne crane.
These distinctive arches run along

the edges of the 50 metre bridge.
The arches were delivered in 23

pieces from Darlington and assem-
bled on site. Work is now continu-
ing to assemble the rest of the
White Horse Bridge that will provide
a crucial new link from Wembley
Stadium to Wembley High Road.

The bridge, provided by the
London Development Agency, is 
due to open early next year. 

Dramatic changes will soon be 
underway in Wembley town centre,
with the long awaited redevelopment
of Central Square Shopping Centre
set to commence. 

Network Rail’s consent as freeholder
has been vital to the scheme proceed-
ing, and a commercial and legal
agreement between St Modwen
Properties and Rotch Property Group
and Network Rail has now been
signed. This facilitates the linking of
the retail scheme with the redevel-
oped Wembley Central train station,
and the provision of a new public
square fronting Wembley High Road.

The £50 million redevelopment by
St Modwen Properties and Rotch
Property Group will provide 138,000
sq ft of retail and leisure space, a 90
bedroom hotel and 235 residential
apartments and a new public square.
The developers have already signed
up a national supermarket operator
for a quality 10,000 sq ft food store
and negotiated deals with several
major high street fashion brands and
a national hotel operator. Agreement
has also been concluded with Genesis
Housing Group, who will be taking
the 85 affordable dwellings forming
part of the scheme.

New Ticket Hall 
Wembley Park station

Wembley Central
Improvement works at Wembley
Central have started and will
include the remodelling of the tick-
et office, installing new lifts, CCTV,
extra security measures, better
signs and a new covered pedestri-
an footbridge south of the station.

The station remains open
throughout the rebuilding period. 

Wembley Central Square

The White Horse Bridge

Wembley Central Square Development



Alistair spent the summer as artist 
in residence at the Shape Shed – a
temporary studio on the new Chalkhill
Estate. He invited local residents,
ranging in age between 10 and 80, 
to join him in creating the plaster
casts carving and making their own
sculptures out of wood, bamboo and
building waste such as plastic piping.

Over 47 people from Chalkhill
helped develop Alistair’s ideas for 
the permanent piece of sculpture.

Local residents are now looking 
forward to joining Alistair to go and
visit public art sculptures in other 
locations. Trips are planned to go to
an exhibition in Kew Gardens and to
visit Alistair’s studio where they will

sharpen their critical skills to ensure
the excellence of the permanent 
piece of public art in Linear Park.

The Shape Shed Project is being
developed in partnership between
Metropolitan Housing Trust, 
Brent’s Youth Company and 
Brent Council’s Environment and
Culture Department.

SHEILA CLASS
The shops in Wembley High Road 
are an absolute shambles. I’m 
surprised as many people shop 
here as they do – this used to be a 
wonderful area to shop, but not any
more. The MP needs to do everything
she can to get decent shops back 
to Wembley.

The only good thing that has 
happened recently is that Brent
Council has put new paving slabs
down, which is really good as I
tripped over the pavement before.

PRAVIN CHAUHAN
Cleanliness is not good in Wembley.
People should behave better. Some
people spit in public places which is
not nice. People also drop litter and
they don’t pick it up. Maybe there
should be more wardens in public
places telling people not to spit or to
pick up their rubbish – that would
help to improve the area.

SINTHIYA NADARAJAN
The biggest problem I had when we
moved here from India was to find a
school for my son. All the schools
were full and I had to wait three
months for a school place. That was
horrible and that made me feel unset-
tled. The MP needs to help to create
more school places in the area.
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Chalkhill’s Shape Shed
Renowned sculpture, Alistair Lambert has been commissioned to create a 
permanent piece of public art to celebrate Chalkhill’s highly successful, award 
winning urban regeneration project. The final piece is due for completion in 
2007 and will be located within the Linear Park, opposite Brent’s Town Hall.

wembleyway www.brent.gov.uk
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Wembley is changing. Wembley Way spoke to local people to see what their new
MP, Dawn Butler, should focus on changing most.

WEMBLEY AREA CONSULTATIVE FORUM

The next Area Forum will be held at Copland Community School
Cecil Avenue, Wembley, HA9 7DX on the evening of 6 December,
giving residents the chance to have their say about issues in 
their ward. For further information please call 020 8937 1057.

Changing Wembley

Some of the regular members
of the adult group that met
on Thursdays

Sheila Class

Pravin Chauhan

Sinthiya Nadarajan

KELVIN JOHN-BAPTISTE
Parking for local residents is terrible. 
I live in a street that doesn’t have
parking restrictions, but nearby streets
do have restrictions so everyone parks
in my street. There should be free
badges for local residents to allow
them to park in local streets without
having to pay for permits. The situa-
tion is only going to get worse as the
new Stadium will be able to hold
more people so we need to sort the
problem out.

LANCE CLAVIER
When I was growing up in St Lucia I’d
heard of Wembley – but when I came
here to study three years ago and saw

Wembley High Road I was very 
disappointed. It has lots of banks and
pound shops, but nothing captivating.
I only shop here if I need something
quickly, but if I want to enjoy my shop-
ping trip I go to St Anne’s in Harrow
where there are bigger, better shops,
it’s cleaner and there are nice cafés.

Wembley High Road has definitely
been neglected – there is nothing to
this shopping area, not even a nice
central feature. Therefore, the shops
are the biggest thing that the MP
needs to look at.

THOMAS ANDREW
There needs to be more things for
young people to do in this area to
keep them off the street and to take
them away from drugs and violence.
There should be more youth clubs and
sports facilities and clubs offering foot-
ball and cricket so that youngsters get
into these activities rather than drugs.
Drugs are a problem in the area.
Children also need more discipline.

Thomas Andrew

Kelvin John-Baptiste




