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«EQUEST TO THE UNITED NATIONS WORKING GRCUP ON

ARBITRARY DETENTION FOR URGENT INTERVENTION IN THE

CASE OF COLIN DUFFY

This request s made on behalt of Colin Duffy by &ritish ¥ish RIGHTS WATCK, a non-
governmental organisation ond regisiered chanty that moniters the human
rights dimension of the conflict in Narthern treland. Brifish Irish RIGHTS WATCH
fakes no posifion on the eveniual political resolufion of tha conflict and its
services are availanie to anyone whose human rights have been viclated as
Q comsequencs of the confiict, regardless of nis or her pclitical. religious or

community affilictions.

Below, we summanss he grounds for our submission. Wa hova not named
watnesses in order 1o pr@?—:«cf their caonficentfiaitly, but we attach for the
confidenncl }nformo?ic.- of the Working Group copies of all the witness
siotements in our Doc»ess.ar* tagether with o summary of their contents. We
ciso attach, gom in confidence, g delailed statement concerming Colio
Dufty's amrest and interagation, furnished by his soliciior, Rosemary Nelson,

on 23rd June 1997, At first no specific cllegations
me RUC (Royal Ulster constabulary - the Northern lreland

L, bubgre that evening he was gquestioned abeut the murder of

i acham and reserve Constable Johnsion, in

he IRA claimed respensibility for the murders,

r*:e** outin b.u:;d daylight in the centra of the town. Two
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Lirgar o
wihich wers

mcskad men shot e bao victirs at close quarters in thepresence of

eyemmes;es Thass sk" ctings were of parficular significance in the fragic

U

coiciogue of m:! gs it F‘QV& nappened over the past 27 years of confiict in

Morthern irsicnd because they sent g strong signal that the IRA I not yet
ready o declars a caassfre. Many memoers of the public on olf sides of ihe
communily In Northern ire%cnd wizra shocked and dismaved by the murders,
which wers condamned Dy politicions both locally and mremoucncﬂ Thers
was considerchie gressurs on the RUC 1o arrest somecne for ihase mwﬁers

Fwitthy .
Caolin Dufly dendes any invalvement in these murders.

Colin DUffy was aoguitted iast year of the murder of an ax-scidier, after an
CXDD: [ that a?‘m:sc;ed considerabie publicity {a detqiled cccount of the
ackground fo ihis cose is atfcched). Prior fo his arest on that charge, he
WIS an eyesiiness ‘s:} e murder of Samust Marshall, whe died in
circumsiances thot are suggestive of official collusion {please see
ciorementioned account for further detoils). He s consequently well known in
the fown of Lurgarn. th;n it became known that he had been charged wit
the murder of the two BUC officers. many witnesses came forward. One
svendiness who sow the perpetrators leaving the scene of the crime, who is
casually acqueinted with Colin Duffy, says that the masked men did not
resemote Colin Guffy in height or buiid. Colin Dufty is sim and &' tal, winereas
e wo perpefrators ware both shorfer and chubby. Several other witnesses,
many of whom know Zolin Duffy well enough fo recognise but could nof be



