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Independence of Judges and Lawyers pursuant fo Commission on Human Rights resoluti

1504147 of 4 March 1984, as renewed by resolution 1987/23 exiending the mandate for a

. |
| have tha honour to address you in my capacity as Special Rapporteur on the \r
her period of three years.

The mandiate set fnnh m resoiution 1987/23 requests the Special Rapporteur, inter

ala, to inquire into any substantial allegations fransmitted {o him and to report his
conciusions thereon.

Pursuant to this mandate, [ would like to bring to your Government's attention the|
following serious allegations:

1) According to inforrnation which | recenily received, it is alleged that lawyer
Rasemary Nelson has been the wvictim of numerous death threats due to her activities as a |
lawyer. Ms. Nalson represents Colin Duffy who is charged with the murder of two Royal |
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) officers. In connection with her representation of Colin Duffy,
Ms. Neison has reportedly been denied the opportunity io be prasent when her client was
being imerviewed and interrogated by the police and the opportunily fo present to the RUC .
hc‘hems alibi statement at the time that he was charged. Rt is furiher allzged that Colin

was charged without the presence of Ms. Nalson, despite her rettuest io be present, |
wdition, the scurce also reported that defactive Cnnsmbleﬂhad stated to
Colin Duffy that he was guilty of committing the crime and that Rosemary Nelson was very
proud of him for committing ihose wiimes. Concerns were expressed by the source that Ms,
Neison i1s being assouiated with the cause attributed to her client by the RUC. |
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