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STATEREMT 3F MAK FRANMK CLIFFORD The folloedr

set out in the letiar (o ms

sy answeess o the suestions

31 24 January, from €m Brudensd], Solic

ftov to the Leveson nspry. Ineach

by,

cagg the grswer sppears hedow in bold bype afters the gues

Y

{11 Wit are you and & brief summary of your caresy latory in public relations?

Following o brief careet in locad Journaiisn | joined B0 records inothe carly 18605 as 3 press officsr

‘

pranoting i artists ond thelr records. At that dme thers was no publie w

HE

abions iradusty

Britali, 10 1971 | formed may oven PR comgany, Mey (ifforsd Assodiaies, inftlally representing
siavs und eotertalners, in the warky vaurs, my businesy was all shead grmmotion but as Hime vt by

F bsoarne incrsasingly involved with g;mmtmg chients often from thely own suonsssy a3 wall a9 the

sxepssea of the media, &s wy bustiess grow, 5o didd the vange of cients opd | bagan o reprasumt g
widdsy vange of cllargs ~stars but also sornpanies, srganizations wwl events. | bave naver pliched foc
besingss,

Throughout wy profossionad career, whdsh ghves miw as nisch pleasure and satisfection nisy as it did

froyy the very start; § bove sleays rind by put g jot ibacif, a5 1 gt 5o much ol of what | dod D anin
thee fortunate position of belng able to hadp a ot of charBties a3 wall as radividuals In fundraising,
awareness and suppost. To thud and, | have bean closely Inwsdusd with many charities since the
1960 and am currently Patron, Arbassador or in other ways involved with several national
charities. { provide advice, geidance and support.

SOparneny of my tims ad inconie comes from public reletions and the wide rengs of diergs
represent, The other 20 percent hwiludey beeaking storles and ghiing interviews 1o newspaper,
mngarines, o snd TV journniists & over the woild, noraelly to do with ftems whish ave
currently mabing the heaglines. Thers has not besar s wesk that has gene by for maany years whas
§do not help o student with o dissertation. H svaragss s shonid 300 per yaat,

| roaise this ingulry 15 the result of phone hodking end raladed soivities but the stories play a very
syoall part of Max CHfford Associates. Just 1o geb It nfo perspective, the stury side s ny business,
witich recsdves 3 bt of asttention and covewage, i b yaality toss thanihk per cent of the eative
hushiepss activities of MIA

P

{#) Whauy did you first becorne aware that newspapers or other journalists were angaging in the
practie of hacking ({,\ia:ﬁzmaiis? When you first became aware of that practive, what advice did you
give to cliants as a consenquenca? Whether to the best of vour inowledge any past or present cient of

wosvars Has been the victim of phone hacking?
[

$way aleriad by my miobile phone compary that thers weers sume iregularities with mey volcsmadl in
25, | was subsegurdly contactad by the Metropolitan Police in 2088 angd notified that nwy
voicomstl had beon sccessed. | subsequenihy diseoverved that B was Glenn Mulesire, & private
investizgator who hacked volcemalls Tor the Maws of the World, | made s staterent to the pulics on
1 September 2008,

Evan though { mentioned to the .g:}z;ii{:z_e thart | haad Falleoy can with thie editor of the News of the Warld
at ths '(38'{){":5 Andy Soulsor, ang provided (0 the police that | belisved that there way have best a
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srrdivn by thes Mawes of the World to conumisgion the heoldng of sny volamails, this wis not

Irevastigatnd and § was ondy ofer § nftiated my ohvil clabin that the evidence was shown (o me, M

sevidy i ¥ st the navms of my clisnts ad statt, bot 1t abes mede sf=§s‘<wnw 103 vy daughier angd my

fote wifs, '3"5‘2(? police had beee B pssension of these docnments for years, Bdlowdng iy e, and

an Dwder for disclosare obtained in Mareh 2010 fromn Justize Yos, -thazz Mows of the Warkd wers

foresd o pive ma Information. ingtesd they chose to ssitis. Tha mdoeme of oy oass, and the
publicity that # revpdved brought the phone hasking scands! into the open. Phave never shiad seswy

frar iscusaing It and encouraging others to make similer dalms

Wetisy | wens Fired contacted by the police, theey did not alert s b e soade of wehat they ey basd

b golng o A1 Dwss told wae that s private investigatoy had Intersepted soy voivemaily and that
e had werked for News of the World, | slways advive my clients o bs cautiows with thele personsl
safety, and careful with thelr commundcationg, and fove done for the 40 vears thet | have beern in
thiv business. Obvisusly what § advise changes with fashing, lnchnology and of course, swareness of

particudar graciines such ss phoas Racking,

In answer to the pert of the questions that focuses on whad D iold oy olisnts 3t the time and siree i3
thist thes disclosure by iy case was confidential to the tese. | was not peradtind, as much az | would
havs Hked to, to publish the disclosure, The terms upon which the docomentwaere disclused o v
ware that thay wers coly 0 be used for my csse, and that | eould not publish them cutright o
disouss the details, { saw the narsaes and numbers of some of roay clients and siaff wn the disclosure. |
shovesd a farmer mermher of my stadf Niosda #hilips the disclosure, as she was @ potential witress i
my casn anad Had heen of great interest 1o the Mews of the World, 1 wo glad that singe the police
harve hoen strsipht and showesd awy olients, 5o Tor a3 1 fow, the evidence, thet some of them have

 Taken action. For swaraple, laraes Hewit and Kerry Haiona are two of those that | informed
that | helioved thelr phones patsndially bad been hached into andd | suggested they contacted
fmarvers. | received soany calls from bath clents, contaets and mambers of the public who asked me
for sdvice an hiearing about my case, ared L advised afl of them fo teke legalaction,

Follnwing vay case eancluding, Slenna Miller and Sky Asudrewes inftizted proveedings. 1 tank until the
following January 3012 for the i'){‘}htt% o Sinally spree bo srealing Opsration Weeting, snd notly ol
the vietims that | belsve sheld Tove been notifled In 3006, That's when the floodgates apedned
and what bocame a tickie hecome » flood of peaple legally chellenging the Mews of the World oyer
ghone hacking.

3 Whaether 1o the best of vour knowledge any ollent you have represented has been the viction of
Y ] Y b
computer hacking by journalists, Le, that g client’s emall acenunt, soclal nebwork account v other

privataly hiedd electronic information was accassed without that client’s knowledge or consent? if 50,

Wils @ newspaper story subsequently prnted based on that materis!? What advice if say do you giva

chenis about computer securiiy?

Fam notsware of canputer hasking snd waall hacking by jseveliats sithough D weeuld not be at all
surprised # 1 was happening. What | have actually vome acress 1o teros of seme of my clients, an
examgdde bring Rebeooca Leighton, the vourg nurse wrongly sonuwsad of polsssdng patients In
Stemgzing Hill hospital, fo thad socdsl nebwrking sites such as Faosboob muy be vulnerable to backing

i terow of changing Yhe privacy setiings. iy Hebsooy's vxes, thers wars 2 sweles of photagraphs used

o mzf{fw Ber iy ow regadive Held and o s view, Imply to the reeder Sl sheowss guilty, for
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%, the shotograph of Reberca ot o foocy dreve paty was published In aowspapsrs unthr the

e

hsadiine "Angel of Doath®. Hacking Inte photos thad sre e posted Tor the puldiv to wee, el using

those neges 1o promote a stery whers & serfons orimingl charge has boen roade 8 an axample of
v =3

The press going we

{43 wihether 1o tie best of vour knowledye any of vour clerds” medical records have bren lesked

o, prrchased by ar atherwise obtained by a newapaper or othey Journstisisy

i sl not Enow of cocastons whare sy sands’ medical reoords have oo lesbed o paochassd by 8

newspapst of fournalist, but § enderstand frowm reports that this bas fappened, for invtence In s

caze of Lesile Ash, whe carne {o me whon she was sotfied that bey volcewmel] bad bean ém:éf:s‘asag:;tmzé.

{5) Heny do you constder yoursell 1o be regulated? Do you personaily, or Max Cliffurd Assoclates
corporately, hold membership of any trade associstion or professional body? W so, does that By
promulgate z code of ethical standards? f 5o, how do yon ensare thet these standards are adherad o

iy practice?

§are o member of the ML but oy teade is that of 2 publis relptinns advisor. A tmies | take adviee

and guid&me frorn lnwyers, When there §s a shory, § provide the Togresfients o the newspapers by
way of rakerage and Introduction, and i .psiuz se on nage and sivategy with a client if they are kean
vy pubslish thelr story, But what § do not g is write the text, condhut the bderview, of wale any
decision In orme of the use of materials such as photographs, That is for the newspapers seal thedr
larvery ins minke degichng ons Wheat thers %mwz bean sttustions wheve an lnjunction has besn
served ot roy clent, 1 immedintely advise thern o take independent legsl advice and 1 do not
continae to Fave any vvolvement with the story wedll the madter has been vesobyad by the courts,

{63 What steps go vou take to ensure the veracity of the storfes which you seli? Do you ever seek
dacumentary pract of 8 story front a client? i so, in what ferm would such evidence typloadly be?

Ba o general nde, | or a member of my staff by and sstablish the wredibility of a story, We then
arvangs roestings with press, smegsdne or TV companies and leave B o them to prove o thelr
satisfactian and that of thalr lowyars 3 1o the credibility of the person and thedr story,

{7} Mave you ever asked a client to racord a conversation with a thivd party? Have you ever
advised ar arranged for a cient 1o use concealed cameras to take still images or video footage 1o
racord an encounter or comversation with a third party? Have you ever sobd or advised on the sale of a

story in which such piaters! bas been obitained?

P have newsy asdviced a client to record 8 corwersation with a third party, By the thee the story gads
o e, ouite offen a recmrding as evidence hag already heen obtained and as | have sald earlien

witilar { would view this material for the purposes of veragity, it s Yor the wliter of the rusvspaper

avnd thely legal team to declde wiiether they want Wor not,

A

{4} Do you now or have vou in the past possessed phatographs, viden footage or tapsd
conversatinng which condain material which might raasonably be thoughi pfi\fate?’ i 50, did such
raaterial come nto vour possession with the knowiedge and consent of the subjecis of that material?
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k3

tabiy private

#a banid above, T am ousds sweare of material that might res shaby e thought to son

infarmation. | da not b Carnation ¥ bave

sep such savterials or hold them. Santethoas The private

seen or boen mmde sware of (a3 & podantial means of sstablishing the truth of Yhely sty ¢

5

the subiect themaelves, and sometimes o third party, For swanle, Tootage of 4 polid

oy his wife with 2 prostitute, or of an sbacene photograph sent to a far by 8 celebriby. Sowmmdimes
vhe sreateriad sesms to sapose hypsorisy and is B the paddic interest, Other thaes, i s spporiunistis,

¥

ial iz

such as the classie dss amd wll® ory. Mo of the Sow, | belisve thet the suddent of the reals
notified by e newspaper prior to publication, » declsion thad Iy vory much Tor them.
.

{5 Haye vou sver sdvised or sreanged for the mesting between & clieat and & thivd party to be

recorded, flmed or photographed by o privale vestigator, joumstist, photographer or any other

person?

§ have advised clierts that sometimes lournaficts will ask chients 1o msks seoret ranurdings and
sisnilar i o b varlly a story. | advise ofients b ondy ever do what they are comfortabla with and
Pz thers sboud the potersind menns or give them goaidance 8¢ to the various veays investigativs

intrnalists work,

L1 Have you in the coursg of vour work ever emploved a private investigator or paid for
iformation from & private investigator? Have yvou ever had brought to v attention a story which,
to the best of your knowledge and beliel, was slitained by the work of a private wvesligaior? Are you

aware of occasions on which stories heve hean obiained through the use of private Investigatoss by

jourtalisis?

1t verms of sy own staff, clients s myself, many stories coulsd have been published 25 a resoli of
iy volcasnall, my chents and my siaff being intsrcepted. 1would bave been & lusrative business for
thas, ansd wonild have resulied in saving money and thme, in tenos of verifying Tacts. They would
have hesrt able to find out not ey staries and personal details, but also olain inforrastion for
other stories and leads to follow, 1t would alen howe fed there to the locstions of where clfents
would be in ardar to maks sure that they got a photogmph. Mo doubt when 1 fell out with Andy
Coulson, and would no longer provide stodes in the manney desoribed in this siatement, thely
private investigaior dmply hacked nto oy photie and took then direstly,

§ have very occastonally wind & private Investigador on behalf of sy sliants oy nyself, Sometimes we
have 1o look inds 2 dubt, or see whether a person B whe they say they are, In the same way 85 any
due diliganse e;hs;szz,sk, he parved b Soroetimes | have boen in possession of matsrial which hes
timen obtained by a private investigator for exomple where 8 husband ar wife hes smployed 2
orfvats invastipotor and foured ous about an affalr saed thee shinwn the natestal te me,

{ have recently represented Dersk Webb whe has given &}Yi(’f(??’)«ii? by this Inouiry in vespedt o
survaillance jobs that he underiooh Jor News of the Workd, This bas been in omweoiion with
material for his book and a television docurentary. | imagine thal owoy stories would have hwen
shtalned wia Mr Webb's and other privote dedectives. | do net know whether i wag tchudvally legsd
o not, bt | de understand that many private detectives operate within the law snd that regulatin
of private detactivns s being considered by the Homes Affaire Cormmitter, It would be o good thing,

ire rowy view, to have some clashy on this poind, ghven the currend degres of foar and uncertainiy
smongst jourmslist ared nditovs v to whist they car and 't wse Tty i terms of antertairenent
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a3 weal o rmore obvious, public Interssy, nvest urnabinmt such as the MPs axpenses

peedd payments in kind oy infoemation front the police, public officials,

avivou pald for or i

srnpamdes of othees with access o the samer # g0, please provide details of the
numbers of oroasions on which such investigaiors or other extermal providers of infiymation wers

vsed and of the amounts pald o tham,

{12} The exdent to which vou consider that ethics can and should play 2 role in the media, and what

doyvou consider ‘eihics” to mean in This context?

Syarybody bas their own code of ethics angd © am ned someane who st mord Jusdgenent on

anybody, Some of the nicest, kindest ard most honoursids people | koow hvve heen adubterers,

hothy roen snd vweanarn, ssowell 5o prostitates. Ry attibede tn the medis is that they shold be freg,
foariess and responsible, 1 cannot be in the pddic intersay oldmately for mowsiepers 1o be vo
frightennd of sanciivn that they gag themsebees, 1 consider avery situstion to be different, wher

am facod with 3 story ansd 1 think newspaper aditers should roske ndgements based on the

individual facts s moerits of each stovy or oxelushve as o whather they should publish or ol

{133 I respect of dedisions you have made or participated in to salf and/or publish stories, the
factars yvou have taken into account in baloncing the private intereats of individuals {including the fact
that information may have been abiained from paid sources) against the public interest in s free
Press. You should provide a number of examples of these, and explain how you have interpreded and
applied the foregoing publs interest,

Flook ot every situation on its on nerdt but to give you guidance i the way U think on this subject.
although | dig reak the affair with David Malor and Andonla de Sanche, othar poditicions that Dems
infarmed were having affalrs 1 did aot get rnodved with, David Mellor was gaet of the goverment
at the thne, and was leeturing us on fardly values sl thedr ‘Back to Baskes” swapaign, This o o
was iedal hypocrisy whilst be himself was having sn affair. Other politichans that were having affalrs
ware neither portraving the Tamily raage Tor thelr popularity nor beoturing us 36 to the Importance
af monogamy. Although of course | make upo my miod about what | get invelved with, there s
nothing 1o stop a persan who has contacted me golng 1o 2 newspapse o sormehody else o
reprasent tham,

It b for maspaEpers {or TV decumeniary makers et b decids what they choose o reves! o the
pubfic,  sometisms ask Tor pensral legal sdvice i o guestion i ralsed, for semople, In respect of @
condidentinlity dause, but | leave the decisions of babwwing privats vights and public Inlerest to the
fudlges, § » newspaper Iy suldect 3o an bjunction, | inow that the detalls of the matier would have
hasrt Iooked gt by the povwds hefore that injunciiog has been granied; &s with the case of Inwgen
Thomas, srnetimee | do not believe that an njunction was Tale and should not have besn grentesd

fdany members of the public and jourandials thot | have spoben g, agree, in spite of what some

) e

peamale say, 1 iy ot me who decides what newspager ediiors declde to publish,

RS Yo sy be pwars that My Christopher Atkies gave evidense (o the loguivy on the sfternonn of
b EIRe

5 December 2000 His witness detament and 8 bransoript of iz orad evidense to the inquiey i
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Ity webmitee i par

ayatable on s

geoount of i:iiméng s intervies with yenr fog his ;':3;'{3 “:ﬁ.::.,are;:.x:fn:ers’; ared of 2 conversation with you after

fow wihich My Atking be filmed seoretly. The Ingulry wishes o have youwr

filrning that |

LHEAS

sespemise to M Atking account of your covtach with hivand in particular {but not 1o the saclusion of

e eviderios vou think might help the ingaivy} for vouto address the following matizm
)} b st

{a} Whethar vou have ever calied an aditor in arder fo insist that s story s prirded i his or hay

paper, & suggestad in paragraph 86 of M Atkind witnass statensnt,

§ chigd oot koo N Aeiing ang when 1 have an off the record porversation with someons whs swears
it b5 i conddigdenoe | eturally tube that o sccount when ahdng sy answesrs. 15 8 very quick weay

wf finsHog aut whether vou can tehe somaone Irde your confidence or nol,

PR }m«msm working o publis refations, | is nportant fo baen a5 oush influente a5 gossie In

sy of oy dealings with the sedin, Maturaily, over the past 40 years | have tried to bulld up a vy
we){@ prsfessional working relationship with medin contaets oll over the wearld, & vast armount of nw
e wnd weork concnene the pramotion and protection of PR clents in trping 1o creata The most
henefiolsl mege Tor them and 1 ey very hard t use oy knowledge, contacty and PR abiliy Lo
sohiows that, This fs & notural part of public relstions: Part of the jobs s trying o gat newsepaners,
magazines, television snd radio programes to festuve your dients, Dwould love by have the powey
and suthority that My Atking oredits me with but if he koew me and my business he would readise
that ix, of course, kit not possibie.

Thare have been stories thad | huve been invelved with that have not basn true, Tor example, § do
noi elove Fragddie Stare sver ate » hamster and | told this to Kelvin Mollenaie, wheo o1 that thme was
gefitor of The Sun. | admit feawever, that 1 didn’s wy and stop Kehvin Mellenzie fravn ruoping the
story as 1 bedlevad it would Be great putlicity for Freddie who was about 1o embark on 3 British tour.
Forturately far me, i worked out very vouch bt Mr Stare’s Intersst fromn bolh o sareer sl findesl
saint of view 35 well 35 providing o lot of entertainment to the 8ritish pubie,

1 van oo editor fron putting o nasty of damaging avticls in b3 o her papsy about gne of my
£ 7 FANE
clients, then naturathy Vwould,

} hawe had hundreds of conversations where § have tied to get artcles, features or sturles ia
national nowspapnes, Somedimes { have beost sustessful and somatimes | haven’s, This i to me 2
wary nadural part of public relations and | cannnd lmegine any BR person not tying 10 get what thay
wand In nevespapers or msgagines for the henefit of thelr cient,

i) whether you discussed with Mre Atkins cases of seventessi-year-olds being paid for sex,

t

§ ey well fuve discuszed Shis with By Atking. 17 year olds sve paid for sex b somg sitaations, I
siviply @ feeh. § w«azfi § et want biis Tor ney ot daughiter bat warking in thls siness, it is simply
the casn thet sometimes there are givls who behave like this, | omake no miorsl judgement.
Punryhoudy's situation Is different mnd 1 is 2 roatter of porsonal choloe and autsronny. Ohvicualy,
whers g vulnerable person iz belng supdolind, that is a different matter. Besdifud s glamorous
wonen have made money from dating rich mer, or from posing for photogragbs, oy telling thel
stoviss. 1y vt for me o stk taldng the owial bigh ground, particularly whers pwy drarastantas

MOD100059950




For Distribution to CPs

are wery fortinsg avigd tolt thern how they shoudd or sheadd not bebave, 831 sald sarlier, saens of

#

the hapniest and pleest wonen | knew have worked in the sax industry,

e &

{d Whether vou disnussed with birArking the araunt paid o you i fees by My

i,

wurdoch. Whaether vou dit introduce My Zowell, or

v o

P

aned dlamed o have mbroduced him o Rupar

any offer client, to M Murdoch?

P

Airnony Dowell Is an resord ps o long

mading et of ovse L0 veurs He hay hesn publicelly very

spprecistive of thiz, forinstanse when he veon an nporiant TV awerd be said that be oaly had Bwo

paople to thank and et wees vag and bis o Simon 5 not exactly koown for i sorsplisnents, §

have introduced lisnls o ¥ Murdoch but not divectly. | have npened the deors to My Murdoch

angd By Heotsant by way of Introduction t0 editory and thase | hnew thet ware chose oy Barn 3
introsuned Simon Cowell through peonle who wave clase to ma and elose to M, hut not divecthy,

§ caresee frorn Chirls Atkdng” transeript thad | discusessd foes with bivg, Including Shaon Towslls. Muost
of the clionty that | sepresent for public relations pay oig i the saroe mgion, somes slighily lessand
sarne shighthy miore, 1 also spend o lot of time working frae of charge oftzrowhisn § an contacted by &
reindiar oF the public who Is unjastifiably under attack from the mediz, DBamples of this in recent
yrarg Inchusde Bobearh Murst, the nen who was being destroyed snd wrongly accused of heing
Wvalbved by the British Media aver the disappesrance of Madeling WUy, and Beboora Laighton,
she rues winngly accused of smurdering patierds ot Stepping Bl hospital and was dubbed the

SO

“Argred of Death”, § abbo spand 8 lot of ary tms glving free advice andd guldante o a3 nuiltituds of

charitise,

v Atkdns has met oz on one o Dwo soonsions and knows nwe and the acthvities of MOA s itle as
kv znything shout him or his documisniary making. Hee his never had @ working relationshiy with
e in any way, shape gy o, § koo very little about hive ather thar that be s 8 man who gives bis
ward shout 3 comversation that i todelly confidential and off the record and that word wesns
absolutely nothing, it reminds roe of Tolonsl Banders telling & chicken “traat me”, 1 have mot misny
Chris Atking types over the years but forhunately many ouws who 1 ke, regpect and trust in the
misehin world,

{d} Whether you apgree with Mr Atklos” conclusinn that vou have accunnilatad poveer ovar the
adia.  H you do agres with that conclusion, whether yose belisve you exerciss that powsy
rasponsibly.

Maturally, 1oy o3 bave ss pweh influence with the media as possible, nothing sucveeds Hhe suoness
ained the resson Tor the contimed success of iy srall bostress §s benmise of the resudis | get Tor the
pecpde whe cmme tome for representadio, | bellevs | i anfgus in the public relations world as i
have pever pitohesd fur siness, which mpgd FH companing spersd a buge amount of tdme dolng. The
yrason stars, organisations, mwerabers of the public aud chavities approach e on & doily basis is
purely because of thelr perception of e ard what they belfeve T can achdsve for them | am 3 very
baeky mian o hove 3 business Yhat | absolutely love and which hss provided a wondseTul Hving for
voyself and nw family, MCA hae provided o very intavesting, challenging andd rewarding way of life

foir v for over 40 vears and D hope B will contines for s fow morad
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The sentents of this sipferpent are true
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