9" February 2010

Sir lan Kennedy

MPs’ Expenses Consultation

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority
Steel House

11 Tothill Street

London SW1H 9LH

Dear Sir lan

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the consultation into MP’s
expenses. My views are based on the best part of 35 years experience
working in FTSE 100 companies ultimately as a senior director in charge of
regulatory matters before my retirement a few years ago.

This covering letter addresses a key area which | believe is vital to the
success of any new expenses scheme and which, | feel, does not receive
sufficient attention in your consultation document. This is the key operational
role which IPSA has beyond setting out the principles and the rules.

The appendix which follows provides specific responses to the nineteen
questions in your consultation. | would draw your attention, in particular, to my
comments on Questions 5, 9 and 17.

Role of IPSA

The thing that has amazed me as much as anything since this whole sorry
tale unfolded has been the inability of politicians to get the matter resolved
quickly once it came into the public domain. Out in the real world, British
companies have excellent examples of robust expenses policies which have
stood the test of time and which are overseen and administered in a proper
and efficient manner on a daily basis.

The Principles you propose would, in general, not be out of place in a Staff
Code of Conduct or upfront in the expenses manual of any well run company
in the UK. Expenses policies and administration procedures can be
purchased off the shelf from any number of reputable companies who offer
these services. There is no excuse for the time it has taken to get to this stage
and there is really no excuse for not having a new expenses scheme in place
by the time the new Parliament sits after the spring General Election. The
whole delay says much about the attitude of mind on the part of politicians to
deal with what is, in essence, a simple and straightforward matter for the rest
of us who live outside the Westminster Village.
























