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Introduction

| am employed b/ D

G | - held this position sincA D

in 2001. | have always been responsible for the all of the budgets inc!uding.

Prior to this | was (D o

eleven years. During this period | was responsible for various areas within the local
authority. One aspect | did spend many of my early years on was the payment of

invoices and maintenance of petty cash.

It was with this experience that | set up systems to manage -budgets. At
this time | was given very little guidance, no training was available and budgetary
information was very sparse. Some of these areas have improved but lately the pace
of change has been very difficult to keep up with and the actual role of the Fees Office

has remained ill defined.

It is because of my experience in this and my previous job that | feel | am in a very
good position to comment upon the IPSA consultation into MPs’ expenses. | would
also like to add that Mr Havard has not been asked to pay any money back, my
records at year-end have consistently matched information provided to me and where
an error has occurred it has been me that has alerted the Fees Office of the mistake

and rectified it during the financial year.

. Principals of the new expenses scheme

Speaking as an auditor, | agree with the general principals that have been put forward.
As a member of the public, who has had considerable discussions with many people
not involved in politics, but who know | am, | also believe that the principals refiect
many of the concerns that have been voiced to me. | would warn however, that the
way the whole system has been reported in the press and media has been very

unsatisfactory in providing the public with proper information.
























