CalPE L

From: Sally Hammond, wife and secretary to Stephen Hammond MP
(Wimbledon)

| should like to comment on two points —
Page 24 — point 3.20

There is an assumption in the paragraph that most MPs’ staff doing
casework are based in the constituency.

| am not sure that is always the case. In our own case, my husband’s
constituency is Wimbledon and we do all our casework exclusively from
Westminster. He does not have a constituency office paid for by
Parliamentary allowances. Until 1997 many MPs just worked from
London but when Labour had a huge majority in 1997 many Labour MPs
were not required in Westminster all the time so became more
constituency-based. Once MPs have constituency bases they become
glorified offices of the Citizens Advice Bureau/immigration
advisers/social services and the requirement for staffiresources
increases. My husband does regular surgeries but we are prepared to
take a great deal of casework over the phone/e-mail thus saving the
need for constituency-based resources.

Page 49 — Employment of family members

My own situation is that at the age of 47, | have been working for
Members of Parliament since 1984 after spending a couple of years at
Conservative Central Office. At the 2005 General Election the then MP
for whom | was working retired and | was offered a job by his
successor. However, my husband (Stephen Hammond MP, Wimbledon)
overturned a Labour seat and was elected at the same time. | took the
decision | would work for him as | thought it would seem somewhat
strange for the wife of one Member of Parliament to work for another. In
many small business, members of the same family often work together.

Stephen and | have worked together very satisfactorily for the last five
years. He is a Shadow Transport Minister. He employs me, a full-time
researcher, and a part-time person to help with diary and basic
correspondence. | have a desk at Westminster from which | work every
day, as well as a desk at home. We are linked to the Parliamentary
Intranet at home. If | am not doing the job then | do not know who is! |
have no choice but to work — my husband’s salary is not enough to fund
the expected lifestyle of a Member of Parliament with a family in one of
the most expensive constituencies in the country. The average price of
a house in the Wimbledon constituency is around £500,000 for a small
two/three bedroom house.






