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Introduction

1. This response to the Consultation Paper issued in January 2010
addresses only a few of the questions posed. On the other questions I
either agree with what the Paper proposes or have no opinion to offer. In
what follows paragraph and Question numbers refer to those of the
Consultation Paper.

2. I have no personal interest in the issues under discussion. Neither I
nor any member of my family has ever been an MP. For most of my
working life I was a member of the Government Legal Service. [ retired
a few years ago.

General

3. Tagree that there is a need to satisfy the wide desire for change that
has been aroused by the revelations of last year. I also agree that the new
system for MPs' expenses needs to be independently designed and
administered and transparent in operation. However it seems to me that
in the present rather fevered atmosphere of public anger and cynicism
there is a danger of over-reacting and imposing a system that is too
stringent, intrusive and tightly-controlled, and treats all MPs as unworthy
of trust. The new system should be consistent with the standing and
autonomy that MPs ought to have, as well as generous enough to ensure a
high quality and reasonable diversity of membership of the House of
Commons. With this in mind my answers to particular questions are
these.

Question 2: expenses rather than allowances

4. In general | agree, but with a major reservation as to second homes.
This is where the old system was most defective and controversial (see
para 6.1), leading to the abuses that we all know about. It also led to an
enormous amount of paperwork, some of it of an absurd or trivial
character; it required difficult adjudications as to the propriety of
particular claims and it intruded unduly into MPs' domestic affairs. In my
view a system of allowances for second homes would be greatly
preferable to an expenses system.

5. As the Paper recognises (chapter 3 and paras 6.3-8), with the present
pattern of sitting hours of the House and its committees and for the due
performance of their other duties it is necessary for all MPs to have the
use of overnight accommodation in central London; or at least it is












