MP’s expenses - consultation response

Q.1: Do you agree that the CSPL (Kelly inquiry) principles, supplemented as proposed,
should form the basis of new expenses system?

YES.

The principles laid out in the CSPL (Kelly) report - regarding the probity, transparency, and
proportionality of any system) should underpin the new rules.

However, while IPSA is right that the system "must give the public confidence that high
standards of honesty and decency will be upheld”, its other supplemental principle - "that
the system should prohibit MPs from entering into arrangements which might appear to
create a conflict of interests in the use of public resources" - may be problematic. While we
fully support IPSAs efforts to limit the possibility of MPs inappropriately channelling public
funds, we are concerned that the principle may be interpreted to restrict MPs’ outside
interests.

Q.2 Do you agree with our proposal to concentrate on expenses rather than allowances
wherever possible?

YES.

Instead of allowances, the system should run on the principle of reimbursing expenses that
are incurred. Allowances have clearly proved open to abuse and have encouraged a culture
of claiming as much as possible, rather than just what is necessary to do the job. As the
principles suggest, total transparency of all expense claims and allowance usage must be at
the centre of the new system.

Q.3 Do you agree that there should be annual limits to the amount that can be spent from
public funds on each of the main elements of our expenses scheme, except travel and
subsistence?

YES,

so long as the system remains based on essential expenses, and the limits do not become
seen as a target to aim for (as the allowance limits currently are). Subsistence (i.e. food etc)
should not be exempt, though — there should be a firm limit there, too.

Q.4 Do you agree with our approach to the submission of claims?

YES.
MP's must be responsible for their own expenses, even if their staff are involved in spending
the money or accounting that expenditure to IPSA. No longer should MPs be able to excuse

their indiscretions by claiming that someone else submitted their expense form on their
behalf.
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