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STRONG RURAL COMMUNITIES AND MAINSTREAMING

As you know, | recently spoke at the Rural Vision event organised by the Rural Community
Councils in Yorkshire and the Humber and Wolds. The occasion gave me an opportunity
to set out the Government's view of the future, for which we've adopted the shorthand
‘Strong Rural Communities’. Given the interest that, | know, the CRC and the Rural Affairs
Forums have expressed in how my Department plans to deliver its Strategic Objective and
'mainstreaming’ ambitions, | thought it would be helpful to set out in writing the key points
that | hope | made clear in my speech.

The first point is that Strong Rural Communities are about enhancing the good things
about living, working and enjoying rural England and addressing the challenges posed by
change. Ensuring that happens is a job for all of us.

It's important to recognize that support for farming is an important part of my Department's
actions in support of Strong Rural Communities. So too is our approach to conservation of
the natural environment. Our rural communities would not be as they are without farming,
without the landscapes for all to enjay, without our rich biodiversity and without our
essential natural resources.
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