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Lumpy skin disease in Mozambique 
 
Note: Defra’s International Animal Health Division (IAHD) monitors outbreaks of high impact diseases  
around the world. Lumpy skin disease (LSD) is among those diseases of major concern. 

Disease Report  
 
Mozambique has reported an outbreak of Lumpy skin disease in cattle in the district of 
Chokwe, Gaza province, south of the country (see map 1). The outbreak was first detected 
in early January and confirmed as LSD in mid-January. Control measures are in place and 
vaccination is planned in response to the outbreak (OIE, 2007a).   

Situation Assessment 
 
The recent report suggests that this is the first case of LSD to be reported by Mozambique 
since 2001 (OIE, 2007a). However,  WAHID data suggests that in fact the last case  

 
occurred in the country in June 2006 (OIE, 2007b). It appears that the disease is actually 
widespread and endemic in much of sub-Saharan Africa and Madagascar (OIE, 2007b). 
 
This disease, caused by a pox virus, is an infectious, eruptive and occasionally fatal disease 
of cattle characterised by nodules on the skin. Cattle and water buffalo are the only livestock 
species affected, with high morbidity rates but low (around 1 per cent) mortality. Death rates 
are greater among calves. It causes damage to hides, loss of milk and beef production, 
abortions in females and sterility in males. 
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Mozambique is not on the EU approved list for importation to the EU of live ruminants or 
their products. Personal imports of meat of ruminants or meat products are not permitted 
from Mozambique. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 

Based on the disease report and situation assessment, the likelihood of the introduction of 
LSD by legal trade from Mozambique to the UK before and after these outbreaks is 
considered to be negligible. Nevertheless, this emphasises the importance of implementing 
and maintaining appropriate control measures with regard to illegal imports to mitigate 
potential risks. Currently, IAHD does not intend to carry out and publish a full risk 
assessment on this outbreak but will continue to monitor the situation. 
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