Preliminary Outbreak Assessment

Ref: VITT 1200/BT - ISRAEL
Date: 28 November 2006

Note: Defra’s International Animal Health Division (IAHD) monitors outbreaks of high impact diseases
around the world. Bluetongue (BT) is among those diseases of major concern.

Disease Report

Israel has reported outbreaks of bluetongue in sheep in Hadarom province (see map). The
outbreaks started on 13 November and were confirmed as bluetongue on 16 November
(OIE, 2006). The last outbreak of BT in Israel was in Hadera in September 2003.

Situation Assessment

Bluetongue occurs sporadically within the Mediterranean region and Balkans with BTV 1, 2,
4, 9 and 16 serotypes being most common. Vaccination and surveillance programmes are
being applied by Spain, Portugal, Corsica, Cyprus and Italy. There have been recent
outbreaks of BTV 1 in Algeria, Morocco and
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