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Preface

The Expert Panel on Air Quality (EPAQS) has reviewed its role in light of the
Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution’s 21st report Setting
Environmental Standards1 and the growing practice of separating risk
assessment from risk management. EPAQS’ role is to advise on the impact
levels of air pollution have on human health. Specifically, EPAQS’ terms of
reference are to advise on ‘the level of airborne pollutants at which no or
minimal effects on human health are likely to occur’. The risk management
process is undertaken elsewhere. In particular, the Environment Agency uses
EPAQS guideline values for minimal or no observable effects in its regulation
to ensure that ‘no significant pollution is caused’.

                                                          
1 RCEP (1998). Setting Environmental Standards. Twenty-first Report of the Royal
Commission on Environmental Pollution. The Stationery Office, London.
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