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A guide to networking

Last year, the number of reported injuries from accidents with fireworks was down 25% on
2001, and this reflects the efforts that many of you put in to make the most out the
campaign material provided by the DTI.

Individual efforts are always welcome but often you can achieve more by joining forces and
pooling resources with colleagues in Fire Brigades, Police Authorities, Trading Standards,
Environmental Health and Health Promotion Units. Last year over 1500 organisations took
part and this year we expect an even greater take up, so it is very likely there are other
agencies in your area who you can work with. If you have not already done so, set up a
coordinated local group and use each other's experience to boost your local initiative
around Bonfire Night activities.

Positive partnerships from 2002

We can't include everyone who wrote to us last year giving us details about their successful
Firework Safety campaign, but here are just a few examples:

“We had an exhibition in the town centre for four days and we invited Fire Brigade and
Environmental Health colleagues to come along. We also wrote to retailers who registered
to store and sell fireworks. And we kept the local media informed about our campaign”.
PAT FARRINGTON, SoLIHULL MBC TRADING STANDARDS

“We involved 50 health centres and newsagents in our area. We sent them a letter
explaining the campaign and gave them plenty of posters and leaflets to use and we
asked them to display the Firework Safety campaign poster”.

JULIE HOUGHTON, HEALTH LiaisoN OFFICER, BURNLEY BorROUGH COUNCIL

“We used the display areas in three clinics to put up materials to make adults and children
see just how dangerous it is to misuse fireworks. It worked, with a lot of children asking
questions about the posters on display”.

SusaN PATON, CHURCH LANGLEY COMMUNITY CLINIC

“| contacted local schools and arranged with head teachers to go in to give talks about
the dangers of fooling with fireworks”.
PC CoOLIN SADDINGTON, METROPOLITAN POLICE
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Making it work

As well as joining up with other organisations in your area, remember that talking through your ideas with
colleagues in your own organisations can be helpful. If you have access to a Public Relations or
Communications Officer for your organisation, talk them through your campaign - they will be able to help you

get publicity in local papers and on regional radio and television.

Remember, remember

Use the skills and expertise of the following organisations to get the most out of your activities:

e Trading Standards Departments — they can help get retailers behind your Firework Safety campaign.

e Fire Brigades — they can give advice on dealing with first aid and bonfires. They may be prepared to help by
staging demonstrations of the dangers of misusing fireworks. If they do get involved make sure you tell the

media — it makes a good picture story!

e Police Forces — will help you if there is a history of hooligan related firework incidents in your area. They may

also be prepared to give talks in schools.

e Environmental Health Departments and Health Promotion Units — will also be keen to go into schools to

spread the campaign message.

e Communications and Public Relations Officers — will be able to come up with new ideas that will interest the

media, and will be able to give professional advice on how to communicate key messages.

And finally ... don't forget

The Government News Network (GNN) has offices around the country and employs people who can help you
make the most your campaign. This is a free service and GNN officers will be able to give you information on

the DTI's initiatives and advice and guidance on PR plans.

The GNN Regional Network:

GNN North East

Contact: Val Johnson

GNN

Wellbar House, Gallowgate
Newcastle-upon-Tyne

NE1 4TB

Tel: 0191 202 3694

Fax:0191 261 8571

GNN South West
Contact: Becky Graham
GNN

2nd Floor

2 Rivergate

Bristol BS1 6EL

Tel: 0117 900 3565

Fax: 0117 900 3556

GNN Wales
Contact: Joanna Nurse
GNN

Publicity Room
Ground Floor
Welsh Assembly
Government
Cathays Park
Cardiff CF10 3NQ
Tel: 02920 821531
Fax: 02920 823001

In association with

Fight for Sight & %ﬁt

GNN Eastern
Contact: Liz Trott
GNN

3rd Floor

Eastbrook
Shaftsbury Road
Cambridge CB2 2DF
Tel: 01223 372789
Fax: 01223 372870

GNN South East
Contact: Elizabeth Grey
GNN

Bridge House

1 Walnut Tree Close
Guildford Surrey

GU1 4GA

Tel: 01483 882888

Fax: 01483 882269

GNN London

Contact: Matt Hopkinson
Hercules House

Hercules Road

London SE1 7DU

Tel: 020 7261 8321

Fax: 020 7261 8786
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GNN Yorkshire &
Humberside

Contact: Anne Haynes
GNN

City House,

New Station Street
Leeds LS1 4JG

Tel: 0113 283 6595
Fax: 0113 283 6586

GNN East Midlands
Contact: Nigel Richardson
Belgrave Centre

Talbot Street

Nottingham NG1 5GG
Tel: 0115 971 2787

Fax: 0115 971 2791

GNN North West
Contact: Mary Maden
GNN

Sunley Tower,
Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4BD
Tel: 0161 952 4508
Fax: 0161 236 9443
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GNN West Midlands
Contact: Bob Wade
GNN

Five Ways House
Islington Row Middleway
Birmingham B15 1SL
Tel: 0121 626 2022

Fax: 0121 626 2041

GNN Scotland
Contact: Paul Burgess
GNN

1 Melville Crescent
Edinburgh EH3 7HW
Tel: 0131 244 9060
Fax: 0131 244 9063




