[image: image1.png]OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER



[image: image3.png]defra

Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs




[image: image2.png][ =]

Department of Trade and Industry



Nobel House

17 Smith Square

London SW1P 3JR

Telephone 020 7238 1133

Fax 020 7238 5529

Out of hours telephone 020 7270 8960

Out of hours fax 020 7270 8125

Website www.defra.gov.uk

News Release
News Release ref: 490/03

Date: 21 November 2003 

Sustainable Buildings Task Group line-up revealed

The team that will deliver better, environmentally friendlier buildings was announced today. Sir John Harman, Chairman of the Environment Agency and Victor Benjamin, Deputy Chairman of English Partnerships, will co-chair the new Sustainable Buildings Task Group.  

Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott, Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett, and Trade and Industry Secretary Patricia Hewitt established the group to identify how government and industry can improve the quality and sustainability of new and refurbished buildings.

Members will focus on key areas such as water and energy savings, the use of timber and other construction materials, and waste reduction. 

The group - launched at the Better Buildings Summit in October - contains leading figures from the energy, timber and water industries, as well as representation from housebuilders, developers, local and central government.  

The Deputy Prime Minister said:

"Thriving and sustainable communities need high quality, well designed and efficient buildings that prioritise the needs of residents and the environment. The task group emphasises just how important this agenda is, not only across Government, but also to industry as a whole. With a wealth of experience and expert knowledge, members will play a key role in identifying the improvements needed to create truly sustainable communities."

Margaret Beckett added: 

"Buildings contribute almost half of the UK's carbon dioxide emissions and

more than half of water supplied is used by households. This cannot continue

if we are to minimise the environmental effects of buildings for those who

come after us. 

"I am delighted that Sir John Harman and Victor Benjamin have been able to

accept our invitation to co-chair the Sustainable Buildings Task Group. I am

confident that under their lead, the group will help government and industry

create the environmentally sustainable buildings we all want to see - for

our benefit, and that of future generations." 

Patricia Hewitt said: 

“We made it clear in our joint Energy White Paper that the whole field of new build and refurbishments is central to making the step change from a high consumption, high carbon economy to an energy efficient, low carbon economy.  That is the challenge, not just for government but for society as a whole, and the work of this Task Group will be key to that effort."
Notes for editors

1. The terms of reference for the Sustainable Buildings Task Group are:

Objective 

The Group is tasked with identifying specific, cost-effective,  improvements in the quality and environmental performance of buildings which industry can deliver in both the short and long term, together with further actions that Government could take to facilitate faster progress.

Terms of Reference

In order to do achieve this objective, the Task Group will look at four areas where  the Government sees a need to significantly improve the quality of buildings to deliver higher standards of environmental performance in support of sustainable development in new communities but also through refurbishment and renewal .  

These areas are:

· Water

· Energy

· Timber and other construction materials 

· Waste reduction

The Group will need to consider which mechanisms could best achieve this in the context of current and future regulatory requirements. Among the mechanisms to be considered are :

· The contribution the planning system can make to mainstreaming best practice 

· The role of Government incentives for innovation

· The promotion of long term planning for dynamic improvement 

· The promotion and adoption of best practice, including potential for the use of voluntary agreements

· The best means of sharing experience between designers, builders and utilities.

The group is asked that all work and subsequent recommendations should:

· Consider improvements to buildings within the context of creating high quality, well-designed, sustainable places

· Consider improvements to buildings that take account of issues of refurbishment and renewal as well as new build

· Consider matters relating to any regulatory impact assessment that could be required

· Assess the degree of robustness of cost assumptions and consider all cost implications

· Take account of maintenance issues in considering sustainability of buildings over their entire lifecycle. 

Membership 

The Secretaries of State have invited the following to serve on the Task Group:

Michael Ankers, Chief Executive, The Construction Products Association

Julian Barwick , Joint Managing Director, Development Securities

Sheila Button, Board Member, The Housing Corporation

John Calcutt, Chief Executive, Crest Nicholson

Ian Coull, Chairman Designate, The Sustainable Construction Task Force

Robert Napier, Chief Executive, WWF-UK

Paul Noon, Co-Chairman, Trade Union Sustainable Development Advisory Committee 

Jennie Price, Chief Executive, The Waste and Resources Action Programme 

Philip Sellwood, Chief Executive, The Energy Saving Trust

Peter Studdart, Head of Environment and Planning, Cambridge City Council

Lynne Sullivan, Sustainability Director, Broadway Malyan

Pamela Taylor, Chief Executive, Water UK

Bryan Woodley, UK Timber Frame Association

A representative of the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, The Department of Trade and Industry, The Office of Government Commerce and HM Treasury will also be represented on the Task Group at senior official level.

Press enquiries 020 7238 5610;

Public enquiries 08459 335577;

Press notices are now available on our website
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