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	BECKETT SETS UP NEW SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS TASK GROUP 


A high-level group of builders, developers, planners and environmental advisers will spearhead efforts to raise the environmental quality of buildings, Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett announced today.

The new Sustainable Buildings Task Group will pinpoint ways in which industry and government can work together to promote sustainable development through better environmental performance in new and existing buildings, and improve significantly performance on key issues including water, energy, waste and building materials such as timber.

The group will look at incentives for innovation and how the planning system can help to spread best practice among designers, builders and other professions. 

Mrs Beckett also launched a major new skills and training programme for heating installers to boost progress on energy efficiency highlighted in the government's Energy White Paper. 

Up to 70,000 people will be trained to ensure that when new, higher standards are introduced for more energy-efficient boilers in 2005 there will be a workforce able to fit them.

The scheme will be run in partnership with the heating industry, Energy Saving Trust, and the Learning and Skills Council.

Mrs Beckett told a Better Buildings Summit that everyone in the construction industry, the financial sector and those who commission public and private buildings must play their part. 

"Everyone must be clear that business as usual is not an option. Most of us live in buildings erected long before we were born and our successors will have to live with the environmental consequences of the buildings we construct today," said Mrs Beckett.

"It is vital that we minimise harmful impacts for those who come after us. Buildings contribute almost half of the UK's carbon dioxide emissions and more than half of water supplied is used by households. The government's Energy White Paper sets out the energy efficiency and carbon reductions we need over the next 20 years, and the importance of better building standards to meeting our goals." 

Mrs Beckett welcomed Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott's announcement that higher national standards on water conservation will be set - aiming to bring them into effect by 2005, alongside the review of energy efficiency provisions in the Building Regulations.

"We want to ensure that the highest environmental standards are applied more widely, " she added. 

"Clients must demand more sustainable buildings. Financial institutions must back developers. We need sustainability at the heart of our skills and professional training. We need architects and designers to incorporate sustainability in their designs. Manufacturers must deliver efficient buildings services and fabric components. Builders must develop and market sustainable buildings, and we need consumers to demand those higher standards."

Mrs Beckett also welcomed the Carbon Trust's call for new proposals to find a cost-effective solution to the problem of solid wall insulation. 

 



Notes for editors
The Task Group will report to Ministers by February 2004, to coincide with the first anniversary of the government's Sustainable Communities Plan and Energy White Paper. 

The Task Group will look at four areas where the government sees a need to significantly improve the quality of buildings and, in particular, environmental performance in support of sustainable development in new communities: water, energy, timber and other construction materials, and waste reduction.

The Task Group is charged with identifying specific cost-effective improvements in performance which are possible for industry to deliver, together with further actions that government could take to facilitate faster progress. It will consider how best to achieve this in the context of current and future regulatory requirements, and among the issues to be considered will be the contribution of the planning system to making best practice mainstream, the role of government incentives for innovation, the promotion of long-term planning for dynamic improvement, promotion and adoption of best practice, use of voluntary measures and the best means of sharing experience between designers, builders and utilities.

Formal terms of reference and membership will be announced shortly.
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