Biographies of participants

The expert participants involved in the Better Buildings Summit were: 

· Sir John Harman, Chairman of the Environment Agency. Sir John has served the Agency, first as a Board member and then as Deputy Chairman since its inception in 1996. Sir John was Vice Chairman of the Association of Metropolitan Authorities from 1992 until the formation of the Local Government Association in 1997, when he became Deputy Leader of the Labour Group and Chair of the LGA Urban Commission, until taking up his present position in January 2000.  Sir John received a knighthood in June 1997 in recognition of his services to local government and the environment. He was one of the Local Government Advisors to the UK Delegation to the Earth Summit in 1992, following which he became the founder Chairman of the UK Local Agenda 21 Steering Group.  He is a member of the Mathematical Association and the Child Poverty Action Group; a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts; an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Civil Engineers, the Chartered Institution of Wastes Management and the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management; and an Honorary Doctor of Civil Law (Huddersfield University).  He is Chairman of Kirklees Stadium Development Ltd and is a Director of Energy Savings Trust.

· John Humphrys, BBC. John joined Today in 1987. Born in Cardiff in 1943 he was educated at Cardiff High School. He started his professional life in print journalism on local papers and then the Western Mail and joined the BBC as a reporter in 1966. His posts have included Northern Industrial Correspondent, foreign correspondent in places as far apart as Northern Ireland, Pakistan, the USA and South Africa, Diplomatic Correspondent and presenter of the Nine O'Clock News. In addition to Today, he presents On the Ropes for Radio 4 and On the Record for BBC1. In February 2000 John was named Journalist of the Year in an awards ceremony organised by The House magazine and Channel 4.
· Peter Head, FaberMaunsell: Peter Head is FaberMaunsell’s Corporate Development Director. 

He is  a Commissioner on the Greater London Authority’s Sustainable Development Commission, representing the construction sector. And he is also on the governing bodies of CIRIA and the Steel Construction Institute. FaberMaunsell is a company committed to adopting a more sustainable approach, both within the business, and as part of our extensive range of design and operating services to clients.  It is an organisation which recognises that constructing better buildings requires us to be  informed about our clients'  business needs, to be innovative in the solutions that are provided, and to offer an integrated service that includes co-operative working throughout the supply chain.  FaberMaunsell provides a full range of services in engineering and environmental consultancy, and believes that the best way of providing an outstanding service is the simple proceedure of valuing both our clients and our own people. 
· Robert Napier, WWF: Robert Napier has been chief executive of WWF-UK since February 1999. Prior to that he was chief executive of Redland PLC the building materials company that inter alia supplied bricks, roof tiles and aggregates to housebuilders.  WWF is the world's largest independent conservation organisation, with a global network covering more than 90 countries.  It works to address global threats to the planet by seeking sustainable solutions for the benefit of people and nature.  In August 2002 WWF-UK launched its 'One Million Sustainable Homes' Campaign, which aims to bring sustainable homes from the fringes of the housing sector into the mainstream.  WWF is working with government, industry and consumers to ensure that one million sustainable homes are developed across the UK by 2012, including refurbished as well as new homes.

· Lord Foster, Foster & partners: Foster Associates was founded in 1967 and is now known as Foster and Partners. Since its inception the practice has received more than 290 awards and citations for excellence and has won 60 national and international competitions. Recent projects include the new German Parliament, Reichstag, Berlin, 1999; the Great Court of the British Museum and the new Millennium Bridge, London, both completed this year. Norman Foster was awarded the RIBA Royal Gold Medal for Architecture in 1983, the Gold Medal of the French Academy of Architecture in 1991 and the AIA Gold Medal in 1994.  He was appointed Officer of the Order of the Arts and Letters from the Ministry of Culture in France also in 1994. In 1990 he was granted a Knighthood in the Queen’s Birthday Honours and appointed by the Queen to the Order of Merit in 1997.  In 1999 he became the 21st Pritzker Architecture Prize Laureate and in the same year he was honoured with a Life Peerage in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Lord Foster of Thames Bank. In 2002 he won the International Union of Architects Auguste Perret Prize, the Praemium Imperiale Award for Architecture and was appointed a member of the Order ‘Pour le mérite’ for Sciences and Arts.

· Margaret Ford, English Partnerships: Margaret Ford became Chairman of English Partnerships on 1 April 2002. She has had extensive leadership experience throughout her career in economic development and social housing. She is a former Executive Director of Scottish Homes, the national housing agency in Scotland, and has worked closely with The Housing Corporation and Government organisations throughout the UK and internationally. She is at present Chief Executive of Good Practice Ltd, an international online publisher. Mrs Ford is currently a Non-Executive Director of the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority and of the communications company Thus Group plc. She is a former Chairman of the Lothian Health Board and a Non-Executive Director of the Scottish Prison Service. In 1993 she was appointed to HMIC in Scotland as a Lay Inspector of Constabulary.

· Ian Russell, Scottish Power: Ian Russell is Chief Executive of Scottish Power plc having been appointed to this position in April 2001.  He joined ScottishPower as Finance Director in April 1994 and became Deputy Chief Executive in November 1998.  He is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland, having trained with Thomson McLintock, and has held senior finance positions with Tomkins plc and HSBC.

· Roy Harrison, Construction Products Association: Roy Harrison joined Tarmac in 1971 and was appointed Chief Executive of Tarmac plc following the de-merger of its Construction Services business in July 1999. In March 2000, when the Tarmac Group was taken over by Anglo American Plc, he left to concentrate on his own construction products consultancy business, Arriven, in the UK Building Materials sector. Roy is Fellow of the Institute of Quarrying, The Concrete Society and the Institute of Directors.  Roy is President of the Construction Products Association, which represents the UK’s manufacturers and suppliers of construction products, components and fittings.  The Association acts as the voice of the construction products sector, representing the industry-wide view of its members. The sector has an annual turnover of £30 billion and accounts for 40% of total construction output.   He is the representative for this industry on the Government’s Strategic Forum for Construction, which is responsible for modernising the UK’s construction industry.  

· Peter Rogers, Strategic Forum: Peter Rogers is Director and co-founder of Stanhope Plc and a Chartered Engineer.  He is involved with the property and construction industry at government and trade level and is Chairman of the Strategic Forum for Construction.  He is instrumental in driving changes to working practices, safety and efficiency.  The Strategic Forum is a pan-industry strategic planning body, whose membership includes construction clients, construction suppliers and training organisations. The Strategic Forum was re-launched on 12 September 2002 under the Chairmanship of Peter Rogers. It is tasked with implementing Accelerating Change.  The report, launched on the same day, proposes new ways of implementing Rethinking Construction by focusing on three key theme areas pertinent to all stakeholders in the construction industry: The need to take up integrated supply teams; The need for clients to be committed to best practice; the need to address people issues
· Sir Stuart Lipton, Commission for Architecture & the Built Environment: Sir Stuart Lipton is the Chairman of the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment and Chief Executive of Stanhope plc. His developments at Stanhope include Stockley Park in West London and the Broadgate Complex in the City. He is a Board Member of the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, a Trustee of the Thames Millennium Bridge and a Governor of Imperial College, London. He has been a board member at the Royal National Theatre and a Trustee of the Architecture Foundation, and from 1988 to 1999 he was a member of the Royal Fine Art Commission. Sir Stuart chairs CABE's Government Committee. Of CABE's effect on publicly procured buildings he says, "we have seen a seismic shift in the public sector's attitude to good design. The clear message from the Treasury is best value rather than lowest cost. We at CABE will continue to press home the point that quality of design in public buildings intimately affects quality of service". As you may know, CABE aims to help public bodies towards improved performance as a client, so that public buildings become beacons of design quality. CABE has had extensive and constructive discussions with a range of Government departments and agencies, particularly in the health and education sectors.
