Madams, Sirs,

my comments on the UK Government's progress on actions set out in its response to the Royal Academies nanotechnology (NT) report are not about stated intentions, rather about an important omission: The potential dangers from military NT applications and the need for international regulation by preventive arms control.

Already the original reports had treated that area only extremely cursorily, even though a MoD report on NT had mentioned the possibility of "unethical uses" connected to new biochemical weapons.

Since the government did not state intentions, I do not criticise in any detail. I should rather like to flag this gap and to ask that it be acknowledged; you should ask for future work studying the problem and working out recommendations.

Such work is much easier by now because there is a major study available, namely my book

J. Altmann, Military Nanotechnology: Potential Applications and Preventive Arms Control, Abingdon/New York: Routledge, 2006.

Important contents are also in

J. Altmann, Nanotechnology and Preventive Arms Control, Forschung DSF No. 3, Osnabrück: Deutsche Stiftung Friedensforschung, 2005

which can be downloaded from http://www.

bundesstiftung-friedensforschung.de/pdf-docs/berichtaltmann.pdf .

I hope that this helps in your considerations. I think that this is a case where new evidence suggests compelling reasons for stating that the commitments made by Government were not sufficiently complete.

Of course I am ready to respond in case of questions.

Yours sincerely,

Juergen Altmann
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