CST Nanotechnology: Meeting with Mar Gonzalez of the OECD, 29/02/07

Note of Meeting

Overview

Professor Sir John Beringer and Professor Ken Donaldson met a representative of the OECD to discuss the OECD’s work on safety of manufactured nanomaterials.
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Background

The OECD is an intergovernmental organisation with 30 member countries as well as the European Commission (EC). Its activities are organised through a variety of Committees and subsidiary bodies whose members are nominated by governments of member countries.  Work on manufactured nanomaterials is an element of OECD’s Chemicals Committee, established in 1978.

History

The Joint Meeting of the Chemicals Committee and Working Party on Chemicals, Pesticides and Biotechnology (the Joint Meeting) held a Special Session (June 2005) on the Potential Implications of Manufactured Nanomaterials for Human Health and Environmental Safety, which aimed to identify human health and environmental safety related aspects of manufactured nanomaterials.

As a follow-up, a Workshop on the Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials was held in December 2005, in Washington, D.C. The main objective was to determine the “state of the art” for the safety assessment of manufactured nanomaterials with a particular focus on identifying future needs for risk assessment within a regulatory context.

Based on the conclusions and recommendations of the Workshop, the Joint Meeting recommended that the OECD Council consider the establishment of a Working Party as a subsidiary body of the Chemicals Committee, to address the health and environmental safety implications of manufactured nanomaterials. The OECD Council agreed to establish a Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials (WPMN) on September 2006 as a subsidiary body of the Chemicals Committee. 

The main aim of the programme on manufactured nanomaterials is to promote international co-operation in health and environmental safety related aspects of manufactured nanomaterials. Its scope is primarily the chemicals sector.

The 1st Meeting of the Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials
 (WPMN) was held in London, United Kingdom 26-27 October 2006. The main outcome of this meeting was a Programme of Work 2006-2008, which is being implemented through specific projects, listed as follows:

•
Development of an OECD database on Human Health and Environmental 
Safety (EHS) research 

•
EHS Research Strategies on Manufactured Nanomaterials

•
Safety Testing of a Representative Set of Manufactured Nanomaterials

•
Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines 

•
Co-operation on Voluntary Schemes and Regulatory Programmes

•
Co-operation on Risk Assessments and Exposure Measurements

Main Matters Arising

Participants

Delegates to the WPMN are from those ministries/ agencies responsible for the safety assessment of chemicals. Nevertheless, the need to meet environment and health and safety standards goes beyond OECD member countries. For this reason, the programme is open to non-member economies (e.g., Brazil, China, India, the Russian Federation, South Africa and Thailand). 

Co-ordination with other International organisations

To avoid duplication and ensure complementarity, the Working Party co-ordinates extensively with other international organisations, especially those of the Inter-Organisation Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals,  as well as with non-governmental organisations. It also works with standardisation organisations such as ISO TC/229. ISO is an important player in providing, for example, the OECD with a draft working definition of manufactured nanomaterials required by the working party. 

The OECD is also fully engaged with the European Commission; the World Health Organisation (WHO); the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to OECD (BIAC); Environmental NGOs; and other invited experts. Although OECD’s work doesn’t overlap with UNESCO’s, there is strong communication between the Secretariats.  

How the work on manufactured nanomaterials is being carried out

The work of this programme is now firmly established.  The work is being carried out by lead countries and steering groups between meetings and further discussed and agreed by the WPMN.  The OECD Secretariat does not carry out much of the research of the working party’s projects – this is done primarily by the countries themselves with the OECD co-ordinating these efforts. This builds on established networks in countries which have built up over the years, to address issues (e.g. toxicology, carcinogenicity, biodegradability) related to science based risk assessment in the chemicals sector.

The OECD work on manufactured nanomaterials relies on voluntary contributions by its member countries in order to continue substantive work in the expected time. Such donations are i) in cash – either to a specific project or the entire project, ii) in kind; for example by hosting meetings; and iii) through funding the experts that work on the substantive projects.  

Additional information

Additional information on the work of the OECD, as well as within member countries is available on the OECD’s Website:

Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials Programme www.oecd.org/env/nanosafety 

Chemical Safety Programme www.oecd.org/ehs  

UK Engagement

The UK has been very strongly engaged and has a large and active delegation. It hosted the first meeting of the working party in October 2006 and funded experts to come to the meeting in 2005. It leads the project on Risk Assessments and Exposure Measurements. Overall, it has been active from the beginning in driving the work forward and is sufficiently engaged that it is likely that all off the information generated by the OECD will be able to feed straight back to the UK Government. 

EC Engagement

The EC has similarly been highly engaged from the beginning. With the US, it co-leads on two projects (Safety Testing of a Representative Set of Manufactured Nanomaterials and Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines). Like the UK, the EC has stressed the importance of NGO and public engagement.

