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ISOLUS-CIOP: Management of radioactive wastes from nuclear powered submarines

We welcome the MoD’s initiative in consultation.  However, the timescale and process prior to CIOP is flawed and unacceptable, and requires reconsideration.

The process of deciding on the management of radioactive wastes from redundant nuclear powered submarines should take place within an agreed national strategy for radioactive waste management.  The contracting process should be driven by an MoD specification informed by a BPEO and other appropriate studies.  The group are concerned regarding the MoD process to date in that private bodies are being allowed to drive policy creation and that the MoD have passed responsibility for policy creation to contractors.  

The group express a hope that the MoD will not exercise its Crown Immunity and will expose itself to due process.

Notes: 

This press release was agreed by participants in the ISOLUS-CIOP National Forum at their first meeting on 25/26th October 2003.

The Consultation on ISOLUS Outline proposals (CIOP) is a national consultation on Outline Proposals from industry regarding the management of radioactive wastes from nuclear powered submarines.   CIOP is being run by IEPPP at Lancaster University under contract to the Warships Support Agency of the Ministry of Defence.  Further information can be found at www.isolus.org.uk.  Views and comments on the Outline Proposals can be submitted via the website or in writing to ISOLUS-CIOP, IEPPP, Furness College, Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YT.

This National Forum is part of CIOP.  The Forum involves Local Authority participants from each of the areas named in the proposals as potential sites, alongside environmental and peace group participants associated with the sites and/or with nuclear powered submarine issues.  The Forum met for one weekend on the 25/26th October 2003, and will reconvene on the weekend of the 29/30th November 2003 to question contractors and others and to draw conclusions.

Other activities in CIOP include the consultation website, an opportunity to make written responses, local focus groups, a national Citizens’ Panel, and public events in the area of each of the named sites.  

