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Multi National Division (South East)

· Al Basrah – Maysan – Dhi Qar – Al Muthanna –
     NEWS WEEKLY UPDATE 
17 Mar 05 – 22 Mar 05
SECURITY, LAW AND ORDER
4 Armoured Brigade trains Iraqi Navy – Soldiers from the British 4th Armoured Brigade have begun training Iraqi Navy personnel. A total of 80 guards from As Zubayr port attended the first course which focussed on sentry duties, first aid, and search techniques. The instruction is being carried out in co-operation with the Iraqi Port Authority and is the first step towards establishing a new Iraqi Navy capable of securing the country’s territorial waters and policing Iraq’s exclusive economic zone.

New patrol vehicles for Iraqi Police and Border Service – British soldiers from Task Force Eagle based at Camp Smitty in Al Muthanna region have taken delivery of new vehicles for the Iraqi security forces. A total of 14 new vehicles have been collected from Shaiba Logistics Base in Basrah for distribution to the Iraqi Police Service, and another five have been picked up for the Iraqi Border Patrol service.     
EDUCATION
Italian troops refurbish two primary schools in Al Muthanna Province – Soldiers from the Garibaldi Brigade have completed renovation work at two primary schools in Al Muthanna Province. Improvements to the Abomussa School in Al Arthm, and Mohammed Rasol Allah School in An Nasiryiah, cost a total of E142, 000.  
RECONSTRUCTION
Sappers resurface Basrah Bridge – Soldiers from 21 Engineer Regiment are upgrading the surface of Al Fayah Bridge in Basrah City.   The Al Fayah Bridge is a very important crossing point on the Shat Al Arab waterway as it is the main route between Southern Iraq and Iran. Up until recently the bridge only consisted of a one way crossing. Earlier in the year a project was completed to build a new Logistic Support Bridge which would enable two-way traffic over the river.  This proved a great success and gained great appreciation from the local population as it dramatically eased the traffic queues at the busy times of the day.   Work is now underway to upgrade the surface of the old bridge so a two way crossing can remain long into the future.

OTHER NEWS
Basrah International Airport takes delivery of new fire engines – Two modern fire appliances worth £375,000 have arrived at Basrah International Airport.  The modern Austrian-made vehicles were bought using Iraqi oil revenues and shipped to Umm Qasr from Great Britain. Their crews have successfully completed basic fire fighting training in Oman. The two appliances are the first of a total of nine to be delivered to the Airport which opened to its first commercial flight on New Years Day.
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