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Multi National Division (South East)

· Al Basrah – Maysan – Dhi Qar – Al Muthanna –
     NEWS WEEKLY UPDATE 
9 Mar 05 – 16 Mar 05
RECONSTRUCTION

British troops help launch $85m reconstruction project – British soldiers from Task Force Eagle based at Camp Smitty in Al Muthanna region hosted the launch of a multi-million dollar programme which will help improve the lives of thousands of Iraqis. The Eastern Euphrates Drainage Initiative is an $85m investment programme to improve water supplies and sanitation in the region. The scheme is expected to provide work for between 350 and 450 people for between 14 and 18 months when it begins in June. 
Italian troops refurbish civic amenities in Dhi Qar Province – Three projects being undertaken by Italian troops from the Fruili Brigade are nearing completion. The schemes are to rebuild a pumping station, repair public lighting and refurbish the local ‘Al Mahabba’ kindergarten, all in the Ar Rifa area of Dhi Qar Province. All three projects are reported to be 95 per cent finished and are on schedule to be completed early at a cost of around E247, 000 each. 
GOVERNANCE
Welsh Guards fund Women’s Conference in Maysan Province – Funds from the 1st Battalion The Welsh Guards Battle Group were used to stage a successful Women’s Conference. The event was attended by delegates from Baghdad and attracted considerable coverage in the Iraqi media. Organisers hope the project will help raise awareness of women’s issues across Maysan Province. 
SECURITY, LAW AND ORDER
British troops train Border Guards in Al Muthanna Region – Soldiers from B Company 2nd Battalion The Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment has begun a series of two-day courses for Iraqi Border Guards within the Province. Task Force Eagle and Iraqi instructors are conducting training with 100 guards taking part in the first course and more to follow in the coming weeks. It is hoped that improving the guards’ basic skills will help stabilize security in Al Muthanna district.    

OTHER NEWS
‘Op Dumpit’ to be handed over to Basrah City Council – A pioneering ‘cash for trash’ scheme run by Sappers from 21 Engineer Regiment  on the outskirts of Basrah City is to be handed over to the Iraqi Municipalities Directorate from April. The project encourages people to use the Basrah City Land Fill Site (LFS) under a new delivery and payment system.  This is has been a very successful scheme producing a noticeable improvement on the cleanliness of the streets of Basrah City. In addition to this Op Dumpit has also involved the employment of some of the local population as street cleaners.
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