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BASRA UNREST

There was a small public order incident in Central Basrah this morning (29 March) which
was as a result of the eviction of illegal tenants from some local government offices.

The incident involved violence against some British soldiers who took the appropriate
action and brought the situation quickly under control. The incident lasted for a total of
25 minutes and resulted in two baton rounds being fired. No tear gas was used.

There were two British soldiers who have received minor injuries and are now receiving
treatment.

Major Tim Smith, the British Military Spokesman in Basrah said:

“British soldiers quickly took appropriate action against the provocation and rapidly
brought the incident under control. The incident in fact lasted for just over 20 minutes
and is now being investigated by the Iraqi Police and Royal Military Police. | can confirm
that British soldiers fired two baton rounds but no tear gas was used”.

“We take all incidents seriously, however this incident was small and as a result of a
particular circumstance rather than being connected with any other incidents”.
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