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Elizabeth Hallam Smith moves to the House of Lords 

 
Elizabeth Hallam Smith, Director of National Advisory and Public Services at The National 
Archives in Kew and Chair of the National Council on Archives, is to become Director of 
Information Services and Librarian at the House of Lords. 
 
Elizabeth Hallam Smith has been a valued member of staff at The National Archives since joining 
the Public Record Office, as it then was, in 1976. When she took on the role of Director in 1994, 
she led on initiatives that have helped build the superb reputation that the organisation now has 
with its users. These have included creating The National Archives’ online services, improving 
and extending access to the reading rooms at Kew and the Family Records Centre, establishing 
The National Archives’ educational services and developing an outreach programme with socially 
excluded groups. 
 
Elizabeth Hallam Smith said: ‘I am delighted about my new role at the House of Lords, as it will 
present me with new and fascinating challenges in a different environment.  But I will certainly 
miss The National Archives, its superb collection of records and my colleagues. I have worked 
here for many years and have enjoyed every moment of it. Every day has presented me with a 
new challenge to help increase the national profile of archives and to find new ways of improving 
public services.  
 
“I am sorry that I will only overlap with Natalie Ceeney for a few months.  I have already 
developed a great liking and respect for her. It is clear to me that with Natalie as Chief Executive, 
The National Archives is in very good hands and will go from strength to strength.” 
 
Natalie Ceeney, Chief Executive of The National Archives, said: ‘Liz has had a long and 
successful career at The National Archives. Many of our recent achievements have been due to 
Liz’s hard work and dedication to the organisation and we are very sorry to see her go.’ 
 
‘The House of Lords are gaining a very experienced and highly professional member of staff who 
is going to be greatly missed by all of us at The National Archives. Her new role is a fantastic 
achievement for Liz and we wish her all the best in her future career.’ 
 



 
For more information please contact: 
Robert Smith, Head of Press and Publicity at The National Archives, on  
020 8392 5277 or email Robert.smith@nationalarchives.gov.uk
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
The National Archives, Kew, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk has one of the largest archival 
collections in the world, spanning 1000 years of British history, from Domesday Book to newly 
released government papers. The free museum and research rooms are open to the public 6 
days a week. 
 
Over nine million records are available to view at Kew and some, including wills, First World War 
Army medal cards and Second World War Seamen’s medal records are also available online at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline  
 
The Family Records Centre, Islington, which is jointly managed by The National Archives and the 
Office for National Statistics, holds the indexes (not the certificates themselves) for births, deaths 
and marriages for England and Wales from July 1837 and also copies of wills, before 1858, from 
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) and some other church courts.  
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