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Transforming tribunals: Implementing part 1 of the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007 

List of questions for response

We would welcome responses to the following questions set out in this consultation paper. Please email your completed form to: Claire.Gray@tribunals.gsi.gov.uk, or fax to: 0207 340 6580.  The closing date for responses is 22 February 2008. Thank you.
Chapter 7: Overview of Tribunal Structure

Assignment

Question 1. Do the proposals on assignment of judges and members strike the correct balance between maintaining judicial expertise and encouraging judicial career development?

Comments:          

Proposed Chambers Structure

Question 2. Do you agree with this general approach for Chambers?

Comments:          

Question 3. Is the allocation of jurisdictions to Chambers the right one?

Comments:          

Chapter 8: The Upper Tribunal

Structure of the Upper Tribunal

Question 4. Do you agree with the proposed three-chamber structure for the Upper Tribunal?

Comments:          

Location

Question 5. Do you agree with this approach to where the Upper Tribunal is located?

Comments:          

Jurisdictions of the Upper Tribunal

Question 6. Do you agree with the proposals for transferring existing appeal rights?

Comments:          

Question 7. Are there other appeal rights not listed?

Comments:          

Proposed Changes to and Exclusions from Appeals

Question 8. MHRT.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

Question 9. SENDIST.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

Question 10. PAT.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

Question 11. CST.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

Question 12. Lands.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

Question 13. Transport.  Do you agree?

Comments:          

First Instance Jurisdiction of the Upper Tribunal

Question 14. Which would be the appropriate option for the Information Tribunal’s work?

Comments:          

Chapter 9:  Review of the Role of Non-Legal Members
Appointments and Tribunal Composition

Question 15. Do you agree that this is the right approach to tribunal composition?

Comments:          

Question 16. Should there be different principles for certain Chambers or appeal rights, and if so, why?

Comments:          

Categories of Non-Legal Member

Question 17. Do you agree that these are the appropriate categories for members?

Comments:          

Titles

Question 18. What should the description be?

Comments:          

Question 19. Would the term ‘member’ suffice?

Comments:          

Chapter 10: Tribunal Procedure

Improving the Service to Tribunal Users

Question 20. Do you agree that where a function of a tribunal is carried out by staff there should always be right of access to a judge?

Comments:          

Question 21. Are there any functions of a tribunal which should never be performed by staff, whatever the safeguards?

Comments:          

Costs

Question 22. Are these the right criteria against which a costs regime should be judged?  Is there good reason for inclusion of other principles?

Comments:          

Chapter 11: Tax Appeals Modernisation

Tax Appeals Modernisation

Question 23. What features of the present system should be retained in the new one?

Comments:          

Question 24. What are your views on the type of cases that could be heard by non-legal members?

Comments:          

Question 25. What types of case should go straight to the Upper Tribunal?

Comments:          

Question 26. What types of case will require early case management?

Comments:          

Question 27. What are the types or features of cases that you think should be subject to an award of costs?

Comments:          

Question 28. How do you think the award of costs should operate in practice?

Comments:          

Chapter 12: Land, Property and Housing
Land, Property and Housing

Question 29. Do you agree that this is the right long-term vision for tribunals dealing with land, property and housing?  If not, do you have an alternative?

Comments:          

Question 30. Do you agree that the jurisdictions of the RPTS and the ALR should be transferred to the First-tier Tribunal and their administration to the Tribunals Service?

Comments:          
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