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Publication of candidates’ addresses at UK Parliamentary elections
List of questions for response

We would welcome responses to the following questions set out in this consultation paper. Please email your completed form to: paul.brunton@justice.gsi.gov.uk or fax to: 0870 739 5841. Thank you!

	Question 1. Should the law be changed so that the full addresses of candidates standing at UK Parliamentary elections are not included on ballot papers or other election documents open to the public at election time?

	Comments:          


	Question 2. If a candidate’s full home address is not open to the public, should the first part (or ‘outward’ code) of the postcode of the candidate’s address be included on ballot papers and other election documents instead? Would this be sufficient?

If not, do you favour the alternative approach of a statement of whether or not the candidate’s address is within the constituency? Or do you favour another approach?

	Comments:
     
     


	Question 3. If a candidate’s full home address is not included on ballot papers and other election documents, should Returning Officers be required to verify that an address supplied on a nomination paper is ‘correct’, or should they continue to accept the information provided by candidates about their home address at face value?

	Comments:          


	Question 4. Following on from your answer to question 3, if you consider that Returning Officers should have to ‘verify’ address details if the full address was no longer to be made public, should a Returning Officer (a) simply have to verify that an address existed or (b) verify whether or not it was genuinely a candidate’s residence?

If you consider that a candidate’s residence should be established by a Returning Officer, how should ‘residence’ be defined? What documentary evidence would be sufficient as proof of residence?

	Comments:
     
     


	Question 5. If Returning Officers were to be required to verify a candidate’s residence at an address, should they be able to reject the nomination if they are not satisfied with the evidence presented?

Please tell us the reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 6. Electoral administrators are asked to comment on the practical, including resourcing, implications if they were required to verify candidates’ home addresses at UK Parliamentary elections. What issues would arise?

	Comments:          


	Question 7. If a change was made to the law to ensure that a candidate’s full home address did not have to be made publicly available on ballot papers or other election documents, should candidates be able to choose to continue to have their full home address published if they wish?

Please tell us the reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 8. If a candidate’s full home address is not included on ballot papers and other election documents, should other specified persons, such as candidates and their agents, and election observers, be allowed to see the full home address of the candidate, or should this information only be disclosed to the Returning Officer?

Please tell us the reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


About you

Please use this section to tell us about yourself

	Full name
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	Job title or capacity in which you are responding (e.g. member of the public etc.)
	     

	Date
	     

	Company name/organisation 
(if applicable):
	     

	Address
	     

	
	     

	Postcode
	     

	If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of your response, please tick this box
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick box)

	Address to which the acknowledgement should be sent, if different from above
	     

	
	     

	
	     


If you are a representative of a group, please tell us the name of the group and give a summary of the people or organisations that you represent.
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