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The Award of Costs from Central Funds in Criminal Cases
List of questions for response

We would welcome responses to the following questions set out in this consultation paper. Please email your completed form to: david.carter@justice.gsi.gov.uk. Thank you!

	Question 1. Do you agree that Central Funds payments should be reformed to ensure that the taxpayer does not subsidise disproportionately high private rates for legal representation in criminal cases?

	Comments:          


	Question 2. Do you agree that it is right that individuals who are eligible for legal aid in Crown Court cases, but choose instead to pay privately for their legal representation, should not be able to reclaim their costs from Central Funds in future? Please provide supporting reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 3. Do you agree that individuals who have failed the Interests of Justice test in the magistrates’ court or on appeal to the Crown Court should no longer be able to claim any legal costs they have incurred back from Central Funds? Please provide supporting reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 4. Do you agree that it is appropriate to cap payments from Central Funds to the relevant legal aid rates for individuals who have failed the means test in the magistrates’ court or on appeal to the Crown Court? Please provide supporting reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 5. Do you agree that it is appropriate to cap payments from Central Funds to the relevant legal aid rates for companies in either the magistrates’ or the Crown Court? Please provide supporting reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


	Question 6. What amendments, if any, would you make to any of the options outlined should we decide to progress with the reform of Central Funds payments? Please provide supporting reasons for your answer.

	Comments:          


About you

Please use this section to tell us about yourself

	Full name
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	Job title or capacity in which you are responding (e.g. member of the public etc.)
	     

	Date
	     

	Company name/organisation 
(if applicable):
	     

	Address
	     

	
	     

	Postcode
	     

	If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of your response, please tick this box
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick box)

	Address to which the acknowledgement should be sent, if different from above
	     

	
	     

	
	     


If you are a representative of a group, please tell us the name of the group and give a summary of the people or organisations that you represent.
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