Appendix 1: Bankruptcy population and characteristics for England and Wales

1. Bankruptcy population and availability of data

	
	Period

	
	2004/5
	2005/6
	2006/7

	Total number of bankruptcy orders made

	37,562
	53,386
	64,610

	Percentage of bankrupts on which the following information is available:
	

	Petition details
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Gender
	99.9%
	100%

	100%2

	Age
	94.3%
	95.7%
	97.6%

	Marital status

	-
	-
	96.3%

	Parental Status3
	-
	-
	60.6%

	Marital Status: Parental Status3
	-
	-
	60.4%

	Cause of failure
	-
	-
	57.3%


	Previous bankruptcy
	99.9%
	100%2
	100%2

	Employment status
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Income payments agreements/orders
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Property ownership
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Assets
	99.9%
	100%2
	100%2

	Debt levels
	95.7%
	97.4%
	97.9%

	Number of creditors
	99.9%
	100%2
	99.9%


2. Bankruptcy characteristics

Bankruptcy characteristics for England and Wales (All tables in Excel) 

� Based on statistics published by The Insolvency Service (previously the DTI Statistics Directorate) (not seasonally adjusted).


� The percentage of bankrupts actually exceeds 100%. This is due to manual error where, for example, a bankruptcy case has been recorded twice.


� The Insolvency Service only started recording data on its internal database on marital and parental status from 1 April 2006. Therefore, this profiling information is only available for 2006/7.


� The Insolvency Service only started recording data on its internal database on cause of failure from 1 October 2006. Therefore, this profiling information is only available for 2006/7 based on information from 1 October 2006 to 31 March 2007.
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