Notification of changes to the London Bankruptcy Jurisdiction 
With effect from 6 April 2011 the Insolvency Rules will be amended by The Insolvency (Amendment) Rules 2011 (SI 2011/785) to require lower value bankruptcy cases allocated to the London insolvency district to be presented to and heard by the Central London County Court rather than the High Court of Justice. The London Insolvency District (Central London County Court) Order 2011 (SI 2011/761) will from 6 April 2011 give jurisdiction to the Central London County Court for personal insolvency proceedings.
Generally speaking, the proceedings allocated to the London insolvency district  which will be presented to and dealt with by the Central London County Court are:-

1. Creditor petition bankruptcies (including those presented by Government Departments) where the petition debt is less than £50,000; and 
2. Debtor petition bankruptcies where the unsecured liabilities set out in the statement of affairs attached to the petition are less than £100,000. 

There are cases where, notwithstanding these monetary limits, the proceedings will continue to be presented in the High Court:-

· where the bankruptcy petition is being presented against a member of a partnership being wound up by the High Court in London;

· where the debtor is not resident in England and Wales and has not carried on business or resided in England and Wales in the 6 months before the presentation of the petition; and

· where the petitioner is unable to determine the debtor’s place of residence and place of business.
In the short-term, debtors and creditors presenting bankruptcy petitions will see no major procedural change because all bankruptcy petitions will continue to be administered by officials in the Thomas More Building at the Royal Courts of Justice. Support services will continue to be available for debtors in the Thomas More Building. Later in the year it is proposed that bankruptcy petitions issued in the High Court will be dealt with in a new High Court building (the Rolls Building) which is due to open in October 2011.   
Some changes will be made to statutory forms 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.7-6.10 and 6.27 (forms for statutory demands, creditor petitions and debtor petitions). Amended versions of these forms will be made available in the FORMS section of the Insolvency Service website: http://www.insolvency.gov.uk/forms/englandwalesforms.htm
The changes to the Insolvency Rules generally apply where a bankruptcy petition is presented on or after 6 April 2011. The exception is where the petition is pursuant to a statutory demand to which Rule 6.4(2A) applies (in essence where a Government Department has issued a statutory demand and indicated its intention to present a bankruptcy petition to the High Court or Central London County Court) in which case the amended Rules apply where the statutory demand is dated on or after 6 April 2011. The High Court will also have discretion to transfer proceedings allocated to it prior to 6 April 2011 to the Central London County Court.

The Insolvency Rule changes also provide for the allocation of applications to the court in debt relief proceedings under Section 251M and 251N of the Insolvency Act 1986 and apply where the first application is made on or after 6 April 2011.  

