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Foreword

This booklet contains revised Codes of Practice A-E. Sections 60 and 66 (as amended) of

the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) provide for the Secretary of State to

issue Codes of Practice governing certain key areas of police procedure. The existing

Codes are:

• Code A: Stop and Search. The exercise by police officers of statutory powers of stop

and search. This Code was last revised on 1st March 1999.

• Code B: Searching of premises and seizure of property. This Code governs the

exercise of police powers in respect of the searching of premises and the seizure of

property found by police officers on persons or premises. This Code was last revised

on 10th April 1995.

• Code C: Detention, treatment and questioning. The purpose of this Code is to ensure

that all persons suspected of being involved in crime, and others who are in police

custody, are dealt with fairly and properly in accordance with the law. This Code was

last revised on 10th April 1995. Modifications in relation to this Code have since been

made in respect of certain police areas in consequence of section 63B (testing for the

presence of class A drugs) of PACE being piloted in those police areas. As these

modifications do not apply in all police areas they are not included in this booklet.

• Code D: Identification. This Code concerns the principal methods used by police for

identifying persons in connection with the investigation of offences and the keeping of

accurate and reliable criminal records. This Code was last revised on 10th April 1995.

A modified version of the Code was introduced on 1st April 2002 (Section 2:

Identification by witnesses) and ceases to apply with effect from 1 April 2003.

Modifications in relation to this Code have been made in respect of certain police

areas in consequence of section 63B (testing for the presence of class A drugs) of

PACE being piloted in those police areas. As these modifications do not apply in all

police areas, they are not included in this booklet.

• Code E: Audio recording of interviews with suspects. This Code deals with the audio

tape recording of interviews with persons suspected of certain types of criminal

offences and governs the way in which tape recorded interviews are carried out. This

Code was last revised on 10th April 1995.

• Code F: Visual recording of interviews. This Code sets out the procedure by which

police can visually record interviews with suspects and was introduced in May 2002.

It currently only applies to certain areas of the country to enable a pilot study to

assess the benefits of such interviews to the criminal justice system. As this Code

does not apply in all police areas, it is not included in this booklet.
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(1) “Code A Section 2.1(d): Following the 2003 revision of PACE Code B, the reference to 

“Code B paragraph 1.3(a)” relates to paragraph 2.3(a) in the revised Code B text.”

(2) Code B: Paragraph 6.6 (iii): “… of paragraphs 6.4 apply” should read “… of paragraph 6.4 apply”

(3) Code D: Paragraph 3.11, line 2: “… circumstances in which an identification procedures must …”

should read “… circumstances in which an identification procedure must …”.

(4) Code D: Annex A: Paragraph 16: the reference to “paragraph 33 or 31” should read “paragraph 3.30

or 3.31”

London:TSO

April 2003
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