South West East Reach House T 01823447390

Observatory East Reach F 01823 447398
Taunton E enquiries@swo.org.uk
TA1 3EN W www.swo.org.uk

13 June 2006

Statistical Reform Team
Room 3/07

HM Treasury

1 Horse Guards Road
LONDON SW1A 2HQ

Dear Sir/Madam

Independence for Statistics
Response from the South West Observatory

The South West Observatory welcomes the proposals for independence in United Kingdom
statistics, and opportunity to comment upon them. The confidence in which official statistics are
held underpins the effectiveness of the Observatory’s work in promoting the use of evidence

in policy in the South West of England. We endorse the comments made by our national
representative body, the Association of Regional Observatories and, although we will not duplicate
those comments here, we do feel that the matter is of sufficient importance that we should write
formally commending them to the team.

Yours faithfully

b/
<

SRBEE

Dr Philip Tucker
Director
South West Observatory Core Unit

Funding for the South West Observatory is provided by a range of partners. The Core Unit is funded by the South West of England Regional Development Agency.



