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Introduction

The Vote on Account provides resources and cash to allow existing services to
continue during the early months of the coming financial year, pending Parliament’s
consideration of the Main Supply Estimates for 2004-05. By ‘existing services’ is
meant services for which Parliament has given approval before 31 March 2004.
Statutory authority for the issue of a sum from the Consolidated Fund equal to the
Vote on Account will be sought in the winter Consolidated Fund Bill.

2. The Main Supply Estimates for 2004-05 will be presented around the start of
that financial year. Parliament normally authorises the provision sought there
towards the end of July, when the Appropriation Act is passed.

3. The amounts in the Vote on Account are normally a standard 45 per cent of the
amounts already voted for the corresponding services in the current year, taking
account of Main Estimates and any Revised or summer Supplementary Estimates
(there were no Revised or summer Supplementary Estimates in 2003-04). This
should normally be sufficient to ensure that the provision made for each service
is not exhausted before the Appropriation Act is passed in the summer, but not

so high as to prejudge Parliament’s consideration of the Main Supply Estimate

for each service.

4. The Vote on Account provision may reflect a higher or a lower amount than the
standard proportion in the following cases:

a. if it is possible to anticipate a change in the structure of a Supply Estimate,
for example because of a transfer of responsibility between departments,
resources or cash may be adjusted accordingly. (Any further transfers may
need to be reflected when the Main Supply Estimates are presented);

b. if consumption of resources or expenditure of cash during the early months
of the financial year is expected to be significantly different from the
standard, the amount sought reflects the forecast actual requirements;

c. if the Supply Estimate is for a token sum of £1,000 for self-financing
services, no Vote on Account provision is sought but the continuation of
the services in the new financial year is noted.

5. The services covered by the Vote on Account are listed on the following pages
and are arranged according to the expected structure of the Supply Estimates for
2004-05. Individual RfR descriptions are normally consistent with the RfR titles in
the Supply Estimates for 2003-04, as modified by any changes to that year’s
Estimates made by Supplementary Estimates in the course of that year, except
where there have been changes resulting from subsequent merger or restructuring of
Estimates.

6. The Vote on Account in respect of the House of Commons is presented today by
the Speaker in HC 17.

7. The Vote on Account in respect of the National Audit Office is presented today
by the Chairman of the Public Accounts Commission in HC 18.

8. The Vote on Account in respect of the Electoral Commission is presented today
by the Speaker in HC 19.
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Total net resource requirement £147,115,584,000
Total net cash requirement £143,512,525,000

Amount required for a VOTE ON ACCOUNT for the year ending 31 March 2005 in
respect of the several services listed below.

Treasury Chambers
26 November 2003 Ruth Kelly
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