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Note by HM TREASURY

SIMPLY PROTECTING PENSIONS – OCCUPATIONAL PENSIONS SIMPLIFICATION

I attach for your information, in case you have not already received a copy, a consultation letter and background note from Alan Pickering (www.dwp.gov.uk/publications/2001/consult/privpen/privpen.pdf), who has been asked by Alistair Darling to undertake a simplification review of private pension provision.  The aim of his review is to provide Ministers with a set of proposals to help make pension administration more efficient and less financially burdensome.

2. We would encourage all schemes to consider and provide feedback to the questions Alan Pickering has asked.  If there were sufficient interest from schemes we would be prepared to facilitate a discussion of topics that could form the basis of a coordinated reply to DWP’s Pensions Simplification Consultation Team.  It would be helpful if you could indicate to me by 16 November whether you wish to participate in such a discussion, which could be arranged for early December, and if you could forward preliminary ideas for discussion.

3. If you are unable to participate in a simplification discussion but still wish your comments to be fed into a coordinated public service response then these should be sent to me by December 31 2001.  Otherwise your views can be sent direct to consultation-team@dwp.dsi.gov.uk by 31 January 2002.  

4. Any queries on this paper should be addressed to me (tel: 0207 270 4997 or email Elizabeth.Roberts@hm-treasury.gsi.gov.uk).
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