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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 1

Cabinet Office

1. This Vote provides for running costs and other expenditure of the Cabinet Office. It
includes the Offices of the Prime Minister, the Minister for the Cabinet Office, the
Minister of State, Parliamentary Secretary, and the Government Chief Whip; the
Parliamentary Counsel; price concessions to public libraries and the costs of government
and other publications supplied to UK members of the European Parliament; grants in
aid to a number of Civil Service welfare organisations; and payments to the Chequers
Trust and British National Committee for the History of the Second World War; and
certain other services.

2. In addition it provides for the costs of the Royal Commission on the House of Lords
Reform and the Public Confidence Programme on Year 2000 Issues.

3. The Vote also covers the Cabinet Office Executive Agencies (Central Computer and
Telecommunications Agency, Property Advisers to the Civil Estate, The Civil Service
College, Government Car and Despatch Agency, and The Buying Agency) — the first
four operate on a full repayment basis; The Buying Agency is a Trading Fund.

4. Further details of the expenditure contained in sections A to G of this Vote can be
found in Chapter 2 and Chapter 5 of the Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999
(Cm 4221). A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid on this Vote can be found in
Table 2a of Cm 4221.

5. The Cabinet Office is responsible for collective decision making, including analyses
of policy and performance that cut across more than one part of Government and
systems which promote co-ordinated action and presentation. It supports the Prime
Minister in his role as Head of Government and provides similar support to Ministers in
the Cabinet Office and Offices of the Government Whips on matters for which they are
responsible. It promotes improved professional and ethical standards in public services
and the efficient and effective service delivery throughout the Civil Service and wider
public sector.

6. The provision sought for 1999—-2000 is 6.8 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £204,771,000. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 is given in Table 2a of Cm 4221.

7. The Cabinet Office has contingent liabilities of £1 million arising from the
privatisation of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 2

Cabinet Office: security and
intelligence services

1. This Vote provides for all the running costs and other expenditure of GCHQ, the
Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) and the Security Service, together with related
expenditure, mainly on research and development work, on behalf of SIS and the
Security Service.

2. Provision for accruing superannuation liability charges (ASLCs) for personnel who
are members of the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme (PCSPS) will be paid to the
Civil Superannuation Vote (Class XVII, Vote 3) from running costs in the Vote. ASLCs
for other staff will be netted off Subhead B4 of this Vote from where relevant pensions in
payment are met. Expenditure on subhead B4 is classified as expenditure in Main
departmental programmes in Annually Managed Expenditure, in line with the treatment
applied to other public sector superannuation schemes.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 7 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £709 million.

4. The aggregate staff numbers of the security and intelligence services can be found in
table 61 of the Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 3

Cabinet Office: civil superannuation

1. This Vote provides for the payment of pension and other benefits, including injury
benefit in respect of injuries sustained on or before 31 March 1998, to persons covered
by the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme (PCSPS) and certain other statutory
schemes, including schemes for civil servants made under the Superannuation Act 1972.

2. The Vote covers residual expenditure on the pension and compensation allowances
payable to ex-members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and their dependants. It includes
the increases payable in accordance with the Annual Review Orders made under Section
59 of the Social Security Pension Act 1975 and includes the increases on certain
pensions provided by statute from the Consolidated Fund.

3. Provision is also made for the payment of annual compensation arising from early
retirement that is funded by lump sum payments made by departments, agencies and
other bodies covered by the Civil Service Compensation Scheme, in previous years and
received as extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund (see Part Ill). The scheme
for the central funding of early departures as announced in the White Paper: The Civil
Service: Continuity and Change (Cm 2627) ended on 31 March 1997. Provision for
central funding is therefore limited to the on-going costs of annual compensation
payments of those retired early under the scheme.

4. Departments, agencies and other bodies covered by the PCSPS meet the cost of
pension cover provided for the staff they employ by payment of charges calculated on an
accruing basis. The charges, along with the contributions paid by scheme members and
certain other receipts, are appropriated in aid of the Vote. A detailed analysis of the
appropriations in aid on this Vote can be found in Table 7B of the Cabinet Office
Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

5. The net provision sought for 1999-2000 is 8.6 per cent higher than the net provision
for 1998-99 of £1,409.5 million and 10.3 per cent higher than forecast outturn for that
year of £1,386.5 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99, along with
further information about the Vote, can be found in chapter 7 of Cm 4221.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 4

Central Office of Information

1. This vote covers the Central Advisory Service for publicity advice provided centrally.
Further details of the expenditure contained in this Vote can be found in Chapter 8 of the
Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

2. Since 1988-89 COl’s income has been treated as appropriations in aid, but from
1 April 1991 COlI’s repayment services were transferred to a trading fund.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is lower than the final net provision and forecast
outturn for 1998-99, reflecting the transfer of Royal Household grant in aid to the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998—
99 is given in Cm 4221.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 5

Privy Council Office

1. This Vote covers the running costs of the Privy Council Office which is mainly
responsible for Royal Charters and Orders in Council; and the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council, the highest court for appeals from Commonwealth countries other than
the United Kingdom. The Vote also pays for the running of the private offices and
salaries of the President of the Council and the Lord Privy Seal, respectively, Leaders of
the House of Commons and House of Lords.

2. Expenditure contained in this Vote is explained in the 1999 Departmental Report by
the Privy Council Office (Cm 4221).

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 19 per cent lower than both the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £3.044 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn by function for 1998-99 is given in Cm 4221.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

207



1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 5




