SCUTR tAST,

ENGLAND! 8007 WVHW ¢ ¢

PRegiean) Asspanbily i

Carmel Howard
Barker Review Team
4fE|

| Horseguard's Road
London

SWIA ZHQ

24 March 2006

Dear Ms Howard,
BARKER REYIEW OF LAND USE PLAMNING

Thank you for the epportunity to respond to the call for evidence for this review.
Please find attached comments from the South East England Regional Assembly
which we ask that you consider as this work is taken forward.

The Regional Assembly is keen to ensure that the review is as well informed as
possibie on the challonges that need to be addressed in nrder to deliver economic
development. The Assembly is willing to be an active participant in the review
process and would welcome the opportunity to discuss the points set out in this
submission in greater detait with che review team.

If you have any quertes please contact Martin Tugwell, Planning Implementation
Cirector, at the Regional Assembly.

Yours siitcerely,
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Christine Field lan Hepburn
Chairman Regional Planning ¥ice Chair Regional Planning
Committee Committee
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BARKER REVIEW OF LAND USE PLANNING - CALL FOR EVIDENCE

SUBMISSION FROM SOUTH EAST ENGLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
MARCH 2006

2.1

22

Introductian

The South East England Regional Assembly approved the draft South East
Plan, the Regtona] Spatial Strategy for the South East, on 1 March 2006 and
will be submicting it to Government at the end of March. The development
of the Plan has involved taking difficult decisions balancing the need to
suppart growth whilst protecting and enhancing the environmeantal and social
quality of life in the region.

The Regional Assembly supparts the need to ensure that the links between
spatial planning and economic development are understood as fully as
possible. The planning system has a critical rofe in supporting sustainable
devetopment including, for example, managing the scale and distribution of
infrastructure which enables economic activities to continue and to develop.
But there are also other aspects of the development and implementation
process which are equally crucial. Ve believe these should also be
considered as part of this review if 2 full understanding is to be reached.

The Regional Assembly has informed Government on many aeeasions about
the importarce of ensuring appropriate infrastructure is in place o enable
development to take place sustainably in the South East. It is essential that
the review gives consideration to the rele that improved working
arrangements and delivery vehicles have to play in ensuring more effective
delivery of economic development and infrastructure.

Role and Effectiveness of the Planning System

Ensuring that the planning system enables sustainable economic development
is a key priority for the new spatial planning system as enacted by the
Planning and Cempuisory Purchase Act 2004, ¥Ve support the need to
ensure that any unnecessary blockages or delays in the system are dealt with
as 2 matter of urgency. However we also urge the review team to be
mindfil that the current planning system is still relatively new and it should
be given reasonable time to demenstrate its abilicy to deliver planned housing
and economic growth.

The planning system has a key role ensuring that all aspects of individual
development proposals are taken into account. This enables the economic
impacts to be taken into consideration alongside the eavironmental and
social dimensions. !t is a fundamental premisc of the planning systern that the
decision making process maintains an appropriate balance of these issues, and
demonstrates democratic accountability and appropriate consultatian.






5. Conclusion

5 Whilst the review is welcorned, we urge the scope to be broadened to
consider the other parts of the economic development process that fall
outside the statutory planning system. In addition we ask for clarification on
the relationship between this review and the Government’s “Spatial Plans in
Fractice’ project, which we understand is designed to assess how the new
planning system iz being put into practice and how the changes are helping to
achieve the Government’s objectives, but which runs to a tonger tirnerzble
{Clecember 2007}

5.2  The Regional Assembly is keen to ensure that the review is as well informed
as possible on the challenges that need to be addressed in order to deliver
economic development. The Assembly is willing to be an active participant in
the review process and would welcome the appartunity to discuss the points
sat ourt in this submission in greater detail with the review team.

South East England Regional Assembly
March 2006



