
DR and SBI QUESTIONNAIRE


REVIEW OF THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORT (DR) COMMON CORE TABLES AND THE SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETARY INFORMATION (SBI) TABLES

QUESTIONNAIRE

The Departmental Report/SBI review and questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire is to consult the users of Departmental Reports and the Supplementary Budgetary Information (SBI) publication in order to develop the content and format of the tables to better meet the needs of users.

Questionnaire responses will be used to generate a set of proposals, which we will consult on, for improvements to the Departmental Report common core tables and the SBI tables.  Parliament would be consulted formally on proposals for changes to DR tables and SBI. Changes to SBI would be subject to approval by Parliament. We envisage any changes being implemented from Departmental Reports 2007 and SBI 2007-08 onwards. 

This review is being carried out concurrently with a review of the Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (PESA) publication, on which you may also wish to comment (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/economic_data_and_tools/finance_spending_statistics/pes_publications/pespub_consult.cfm).

About Departmental Reports and the SBI
Departmental Reports are the main vehicle for departments to explain to parliament and the public how they are organised, what they are spending their money on, what they are trying to achieve, and how they are performing.  Each Report includes a common minimum level of reporting against key areas and each 2005 Report includes a set of nine common core tables (tables 7, 8 and 9 were introduced in 2005).  The common core tables included in each 2005 Report (usually in the first Annex to the main text of the report) are:

	Core table
	Description

	Table 1
	Public spending, showing a summary of departments’ budgets, and any spending by local authorities in the area of the department’s responsibility, and, if possible, series on key spending functions

	Table 2
	Resource budget, showing what the money is spent on

	Table 3
	Capital budget, showing what the money is spent on

	Table 4
	Capital employed

	Table 5
	Administration budgets

	Table 6
	Staff in post

	Table 7
	Total spending by country and region (over spread of years)

	Table 8
	Total spending per head by country and region (over spread of years)

	Table 9
	Spending by function or programme, by country and region (for latest outturn year, 2003-04)


Departmental Reports are presented jointly to parliament by the relevant departmental Secretary of State and the Chief Secretary to the Treasury.  The 2005 Departmental Reports were presented and published in June and July (Cm 6522 to 6548) and a list of all the Reports can be found at http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/Documents/Public_Spending_and_Services/publicservice_performance/pss_perf_table.cfm.

The SBI publication is presented annually alongside the Main Supply Estimates at around the start of the financial year.  The SBI includes tables that provide further technical control-related information on the core spending plans tables presented in Departmental Reports, and tables reconciling those departmental report tables to the Main Estimates.  In Section 3 of the 2005-06 SBI, each department has a maximum of four tables reconciling the provision sought in the 2005-06 Main Estimates and that shown in the 2005 Departmental Reports.

The SBI tables are designed to give further breakdown of the Departmental Report common core tables 2 and 3.  However, some ‘simple’ departments will not have Departmental Report tables 2 and 3 (because their spending does not require any detailed breakdown, their spending is summarised only in Departmental Report table 1).  In these cases, these ‘simple’ departments have only SBI tables 3.1 and 3.2 but these tables show resource and capital budgets split by voted and non voted spending.
The tables in Section 3 show for each department:

	Departments
	SBI table
	Description

	Complex departments
	Table 3.1
	Resource budgets split by DEL/AME

	
	Table 3.2
	Capital budgets split by DEL/AME

	
	Table 3.3
	Resource budget DEL and AME (voted and non voted spending)

	
	Table 3.4
	Capital budget DEL and AME (voted and non voted spending)

	Simple departments
	Table 3.1
	Resource budget DEL and AME (voted and non voted spending)

	
	Table 3.2
	Capital budget DEL and AME (voted and non voted spending)


The 2005-06 SBI was presented in May 2005 (Cm 6489) and can be found at http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/documents/public_spending_and_services/parliamentary_supply_estimates/supp_bud_info_2005-06.cfm.
The questionnaire begins on the next page (page 3).

DR COMMON CORE TABLES AND SBI QUESTIONNAIRE

You can complete this questionnaire electronically and send it back to us via email or by printing (you may wish to expand the boxes first) and sending it back by post.   Please return the completed questionnaire by Monday, 12 September 2005.  Contact details are at the end of the questionnaire.

Please note that it is not necessary to complete all questions in the questionnaire in order to contribute to the review.  If you need assistance in completing the questions please contact us using the details at the end of the questionnaire. 

SECTION A: INFORMATION ABOUT YOU

In order for us to (a) understand the range of users of the DR common core tables and the SBI; and (b) contact you if we need to clarify any points, it would be helpful if you could provide below brief details about yourself.  Unless you state otherwise we may publish your response to the consultation.


If you wish your response to remain confidential please cross this box:  

Your name

	


Contact details (email address and/or telephone number – will not be published)
	


If completing the questionnaire in the capacity of your role in an organisation:

Organisation name

	


Your title in the organisation

	


Main business of your organisation

	


This is the end of Section A.  Please now move on to Section B (page 4).
SECTION B: QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DEPARTMENTAL REPORT (DR) COMMON CORE TABLES
Your current use of DRs

B1.  How often do you use the DRs at present? (Please tick relevant box)

	Every day
	1 to 4 times a week
	1 to 3 times a month
	Less than once a month
	New user
	Never

	
	
	
	
	
	


B2.  Which Departmental Reports do you use most?  If you use more than one DR, you may wish to take into account any variation in the tables across different departments in your answers.

	


B3.  We would like to know how useful you find the DR common core tables.  Would you please indicate the usefulness of each of the tables and explain why.

	Core table
	Please ‘tick’ box to indicate usefulness:
	Reasons

	
	Very useful
	Useful
	Not sure
	Not useful
	

	Table 1
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 2
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 3
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 4
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 5
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 6
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 7
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 8
	
	
	
	
	

	Table 9
	
	
	
	
	


B4.  Do you find it easy to find in the DR tables the figure that answers your question?  Is it clear to you the basis on which that figure is compiled and that it answers your question correctly?  If not, why not/what would help?

	


New, additional or different presentations of data

B5.  Would you find the DR common core main budgeting tables (tables 1 to 3) more helpful if they showed separately the spending within each of the two budgeting control aggregates (ie DEL by area of business and AME by area of business)?

	


B6.  Do you find the breakdown of administration budgets shown in table 5 useful?  In particular, is the split into ‘paybill’ and ‘other’ of interest?  If so, why?

	


B7.  Is there any new information that you would like the DR common core tables to show?  If so, what and how would you use it?

	


Improving the clarity and usability of DR common core tables

B8.  Is it easy to relate the spending information in the common core tables to the information in DRs on outputs and performance?  If not, what would help? Does this link matter to you?

	


DR common core table links with Departmental Resource Accounts (DRAs)

B9.  Do you read DRAs?  If so how do you use them?

	


B10.  What do you get from DRAs that you do not get from DRs and vice versa?

	


B11.  Would you find it helpful to have greater links between the information in DRs and DRAs?  If so which areas would interest you most?

	


B12.  Practical issues aside (eg timing and size of publication) would you find it helpful/unhelpful/makes no difference to have DRs and DRAs published in one book?

	


Additional comments

B13.   Is there anything further you would like to add about the DR common core tables in relation to this review?  If so, please comment below.

	


This is the end of Section B.  Please now move on to Section C (page 7).

SECTION C: QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETARY INFORMATION (SBI) PUBLICATION

Your current use of the SBI

C1.  How often do you use the SBI at present? (Please tick relevant box)

	Every day
	1 to 4 times a week
	1 to 3 times a month
	Less than once a month
	New user
	Never

	
	
	
	
	
	


C2.  Do you find the SBI tables useful? If so, what SBI tables do you find most useful and why (ie. what do you use these tables for)? Do you find the SBI tables more useful in respect of some departments than others? If so, which ones and why is that?

	


New, additional or different presentations of data

C3.  The SBI tables enable read-across between Main Estimates and departmental reports (read-across is provided in tables 3.1 and 3.2 for the ‘simple’ departments and in tables 3.3 and 3.4 for the ‘complex’ departments).  Is this read-across useful? Why/ how do you use it?  Do you think the read-across could be improved, and if so how?

	


C4.  If the DR common core main budgeting tables (DR tables 1 to 3) showed separately the spending under each of the budgeting control aggregates, DEL and AME, by area of business, would you still require SBI tables 3.1 and 3.2 for the ‘complex’ departments (ie would Tables 3.3 and 3.4 be sufficient)?

	


C5.  Is there any new information that you would like the SBI to show?  If so, why/ how would you use it?

	


Additional comments

C6.   Is there anything further you would like to add about the SBI in relation to this review?  If so, please comment below.

	


This is the end of the questionnaire.  Thank you for completing it.

The completed questionnaire should be returned by Monday, 12 September 2005 to:

· Email: pesa@hm-treasury.gsi.gov.uk
· Post:    The Editor, PESA

Public Services Delivery Analysis (PSDA)

Zone 1/E2

HM Treasury

1, Horse Guards Road

London, SW1A 2HQ

· Telephone enquiries for DR and SBI questionnaire:  020 7270 4483
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