REVIEW OF THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORT (DR) COMMON CORE TABLES, THE SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETARY INFORMATION (SBI) TABLES AND THE PUBLIC EXPENDITURE STATISTICAL ANALYSES (PESA)

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Administration costs:  day to day costs of a body’s operation eg fuel, wages, stationery, etc.  From 2005-06, each department has a single Administration Budget.

Annually Managed Expenditure (AME):  demand led expenditure, and other expenditure subject to special handling.

Departmental Expenditure Limits (DEL):  an administrative form of control on expenditure which departments can control overall, though some elements may be demand-led.

Departmental Reports: the main vehicle for departments to explain to parliament and the public how they are organised, what they are spending their money on, what they are trying to achieve, and how they are performing.  Presented and published as a Command Paper usually after the Spring Budget.  The 2005 Departmental Reports were presented in June. 
Estimates:  a statement of how much resource and cash the government needs in the coming financial year, and for what purpose(s), by which parliamentary authority is sought for the planned level of expenditure and receipts.  There are Main Estimates (usually presented in March/April), Revised Estimates (usually presented in June) and Supplementary Estimates (usually presented in June (Summer), November (Winter) and February (Spring)).  The 2005-06 Main Estimates were presented in May.

Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (PESA): a National Statistics annual compendium of statistical analyses of public spending.  Presented and published as a Command Paper shortly after the Spring Budget.  The 2005 PESA was presented in April.

Spending Review:  the means by which the government reviews and plans public expenditure, typically for three years ahead, allowing spending priorities and resources to be re-evaluated. The Spending Review provides the basis for departments to prepare their annual Estimates.

Supplementary Budgetary Information (SBI): presented annually alongside the Main Supply Estimates at around the start of the financial year.  The SBI includes tables that provide further technical control-related information on the core spending plans tables presented in Departmental Reports, and tables reconciling those departmental report tables to the Main Estimates.

Supply:  resources and cash voted by Parliament in response to Estimates, for expenditure by government departments.

Vote:  the act of securing Parliamentary authority to a set of Estimates.

· Voted spending – spending that is subject to Parliamentary approval through the annual Supply procedure;

· Non voted spending – spending that is authorised by statute to be charged directly to the Consolidated Fund (ie not subject to the annual Supply procedure), such as judges salaries and election expenses.
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