SURE START, CHILDCARE AND EARLY
YEARS

AIM

Increase the availability of childcare for all children, and work with parents to be, parents and
children to promote the physical, intellectual and social development of babies and young
children - particularly those who are disadvantaged — so that they can flourish at home and
at school, enabling their parents to work and contributing to the ending of child poverty.

PERFORMANCE TARGETS

1. In fully operational programmes, achieve by 2005-06:

® anincrease in the proportion of young children aged 0-5 with normal levels of personal,
social and emotional development for their age;

® a 6 percentage point reduction in the proportion of mothers who continue to smoke
during pregnancy;

® an increase in the proportion of children having normal levels of communication,
language and literacy at the end of the Foundation Stage and an increase in the
proportion of young children with satisfactory speech and language development at age
2 years; and

® a 12% reduction in the proportion of young children living in households where no one
is working.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERY?

A decision will be taken shortly on the ministerial responsibilities for the new unit.
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