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The Rarker Review of Land Use Planning
H3A Treasury

Drear Kaie

. First my apologies for wriiing se lale. Friends and wniversity colleagul
wilh whom | have discussed my earler submission {20 February 20063 have
pointed out the omsston of & mafter which is nol only serious but also ¢lese Lo my
curtent resesrch interest. {My article “City Regions — the way forward for
strategic planning” in Fowr ard Counsry Planning in October last vear is about this
subject). My omission relates 1o the impossibiliiy of many local planning
authorities delivering adequate spatial plans hecause their boundaries do nut
encompass whole urban areas. '1'his is not only a problem of large metropolitan
cttres, but aiso of smaller ones, such as Excter or Lincoln, where the eity authority
is surrounded with two, three or more distct authonlies inle the areas of which
urhan expansion is iaking place.

2. The answer may well lie in (yet another) reorpanisation of local
govarmment, but neither do 1 ¢xpect this t armive soom, nor would T be so
presumpiucus a3 expect the whaole of {ocal government reorganization to tum on
the requrements of one service, planng,

3. Inthe meaniime, I suggest that the solution lies in the cooperation of local
authorities with each other and regienal bodies to produce, either as a joint plan, an
inset in regional spatial strategy or as supplementary planring guidance, 2 plan
outlining the spatial struciure of ¢ily regions, large and small. The preparation of
such a plan 1s notably a figld in which the sub-negional expertise of county councils
coufd well be employed

4. Of cowrse it may be argued trom experience thal ihe local planning
authorities will nol cooperate one with another, But expenience suggests also that
they will, given “heip” from the regmonal planning body and the Government
(Office, and 2 deianlt position that the regional planning body will act ir their place,
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