17 June 2003
LOCAL AUTHORITY GUIDANCE ON EURO PREPARATIONS

HM Treasury and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in conjunction with
the Local Government Association have today issued guidance for local
authorities on euro preparations. The guidance offers advice on high-level
business and communications issues that local authorities need to consider in
their preparations for the euro.

Chancellor Gordon Brown said;

“As major service providers, community leaders, employers and key
communicators to citizens, local authorities would have a critical role to play
during any changeover to the euro. The publication of this guidance and the
third outline National Changeover Plan will lead to a period of information and
discussion throughout the country. As part of wider public sector
preparations, it is now important that local authorities consult local
communities and develop their own changeover plans.”

The Deputy Prime Minister added,;

“I welcome the issue of guidance to local authorities on euro preparations.
This, along with the appointment of Sir Jeremy Beecham, Chair of the LGA, to
the Chancellor's Standing Committee on Euro Preparations, highlights the
important role local government would play during any changeover and
reaffirms our commitment to work in partnership with and consult local
government on preparations for the euro.”

Notes for Editors:

1. The guidance is available at:
- HM Treasury’s Euro Information web-site, www.euro.gov.uk
- The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister's web-site,
www.odpm.gov.uk
- The Local Government Association web-site, www.lga.gov.uk

2. HM Treasury and ODPM will be consulting on further service-specific
guidance for local authorities on euro preparations, to be issued in the
coming months.

3. On 9" June, the Chancellor announced the appointment of Sir Jeremy
Beecham, Chair of the Local Government Association, to the Chancellor’'s
Standing Committee on Euro Preparations. Further details can be found
at: http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/newsroom and_speeches/press/2003/press 68 03.cfm

4. Media enquirers should telephone the Treasury press office, tel. 020 7270
5238.
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