Dear M Gowers,

We have been following with interest the debate on the current review
of intellectual copyright.

We have been in the nusic business for alnpost thirty years as a
specialist outlet for nusical theatre cabaret and nostal gi a.

Al ongsi de the big conmpani es such as Sony EM Universal etc we al so
work with a number of snall independent | abels who specialise in

rei ssuing and in sone cases releasing for the first time, recordings
that are out of copyright. There is no doubt that should the
copyright be extended these small independent |abels would not be
able to issue the works that they do.

| think the first issue here is that there are a number of small

i ndependent conpani es who woul d al nost certainly be forced out of

busi ness shoul d the copyright period be extended. An interesting
position to be placed in by a governnent who have so recently been
seen to be concerned about the | arge conpanies swall owi ng the smal

i ndependent traders. My conpany would certainly | ose a val uabl e range
of nmusic which may not sell in vast quantities, (if it did the big

| abel s woul d be producing it), but to collector and | overs of nusic
it is invaluable. In losing this we would also | ose sone our
specialist status, making it nore difficult to conpete with the |arge
chai ns.

Through these conpani es our custoners and i ndeed oursel ves, have
access to wonderful recordings fromstage nusicals of the 1930s,
1940s and 1950s, recordings that the major record | abels, who own the
masters, have never seen fit to issue thenselves. These | abels keep
alive artists froma past era through these rel eases, covering a w de
range of male and fenmale artists who nmay ot herwi se be | ost to new
generations of nusic lovers. If not for these smaller |abels, these
recordi ngs would surely be | ost forever so what they are doing is
hel pi ng preserve inportant and historical recordings fromwhich we
are able to trace the evolution of popular nusic and the history of
our nusic theatre.

We feel that the nusical world is a richer place so | ong as these
recordings are able to be released. If they are not | have no doubt
that the likes of Sir Ciff Richard and Sir Elton John will be richer
i ndi vi duals. How nuch nicer to enrich a whole range of people with a
| ove of nusic.

Yours sincerely,

Mel ani e Tranter, General Manager
M chael Nelligan
John Hut chi nson.
Ri chard Cooper.
Chris Ceopfert
Andr ew Trul uck
Dom Mati ca
Teresa Lynch.
Debbi e Fosset
Debbi e All en
Murray Allen.



