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P atent Applica tions :
The Point of View of a User’s  Needs

Rola nd Hill
Cha irman and Ma nag ing Director, Contra Vision Ltd

E P O Conference , The Hag ue, 21 Novem ber 2005



  Roland Hill86

COURTBACK™ - GB P atent No 1 539 539

COURTBACK™ - GB P atent No 1 539 539



The point of view of a user's needs    87

Model of Demounta ble Court for S quash and Racquetba ll



  Roland Hill88

S AFE -S CRE E N™ GB 2 118 096

S AFE -S CRE E N™ GB 2 118 096
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S equence of Inventions

• 1970      British Steel Corporation Fellowship at the University 
of Manchester

• 1972     J oint S ys tem GB 1 417 983 owned by BS C

• 1972      Campbell Reith & Partners (Campbell Reith Hill)

• 1976      COURTBACK™ S quas h S pectator S eating  S ys tem 
GB 1 539 529

• 1976      S tructura l des ign of “All Glas s  S quas h Court”

• 1977      BBC Tomorrow's  World programme on “All Glas s  
S quas h Court”

• 1982       GB 2 118 096 One-Way Vis ion wa ll materia l S AFE -S CRE E N™

• 1982     S AFE -S CRE E N™ Demountable S quas h Court with 4 
unobs tructed one-way vis ion wa lls
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1985 Contra  Vis ion Ltd founded

1990 Contra  Vis ion Supplies  Ltd, E urope + 
Contra  Vis ion North Am erica , Inc., N.A.

1993 R es igned from  Campbell Re ith Hill 
to concentra te on Contra  Vis ion

Avery term ina tes  exclus ive Licens e

1987 Avery, N.A a nd WE
Toppan, J a pan

1994 • E P  0800472 R epla cement Liner Perfora ted 
Ba se Ma teria l

1996 • Contra  Vis ion® BACKLITE ™

E P  0880439 Vis ion Pane l with a  
tra ns lus cent “base pa ttern”

1997 • E P  0934169  P rinting  with Differential        
R eceptivity

1999                                                          • GB 2 362 607  Ceramic P rinting

2001 • US  6,506,475  E dge S ea led Method

2003 3M P a tent E P  0904206 licens ed in • Other Applica tions

1984     • CONTR A VIS ION® One-Wa y, S ee-Through Graphics , GB 2 165 292 in 21 countries

• Patented invention - currently 9 patented inventions, only one not being practised

E xclus ive Licens ees  appointed: • GB 2 188 873 E xa ct Reg is tra tion P rinting

IMPROVEMENT PATENTS

1995 • E P  0858399 Overlap Regis tra tion S ys tem™

Contra  Vis ion® GB  2 165 292

• based on trans parent materia ls : g la s s , pla s tic sheets  
or pla s tic films

• has  a n opaque “s ilhouette pa ttern”: dots, lines , 
perfora ted materia l,  etc

• a  des ig n on one s ide not vis ible from the other s ide 
(may a lso ha ve a  des ig n on the other s ide not vis ible 
from the firs t s ide).
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Other Benefits

•No Reverse (mirror) Images

•Daylig ht in

•Clear View Out

•S ola r hea ting , g la re                  and 
UV reduction

F ig . 32  “P anel” GB 2 165 292
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Cas e His tory A

Cas e His tory B
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GB/EP  
Pat. No.  

Title/Description  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  2021  2022  2023  2024  

GB2165292  "Panel"  
(DOMIN ANT PATENT ) 

JUL 
2005  

                    

                    
GB2188873  "Improvements in or  relating to 

Printing" (Exact Registration)  
December 2006                    

                    
EP0800462  "Method of Forming a Perforated 

Adhesive Assembly"  
January 2016           

                    
EP0858399  "Partial Printing of a Substrate"  

(Thro ugh Combination Method)  
October 2016           

                    
PCT/IB02/  
01549  

"Partial Printing of a Substrate with 
Edge Sealed Portions"  

January 2022     

                    
EP0880439  "Panel with Light Permeable 

Images" (DOMINANT PATENT)  
Januar y 2017          

                    
EP0934169  "Printing with Differential 

Receptivity"  
October 2017          

                    
PCT/IB03/  
00555  

"Printing with Differential Adhesion"  February 2020       

                    
EP0904206  "Display Unit and Methods of 

Displaying an Image"  
June 2016           

                    
Pat. Appl. C  
(TBA)  

"Panel with Cut Film"  
(optional method)  

January 2026  

                    
PCT/  
GB2003/  
004216  

"Glass Panels Partially Printed with 
Ceramic Ink Layers in Su bstantially 
Exact Registration"  

September 2023    

                      
GB 
0205507.7  

"Public Telephone Structure with 
Security Camera"  

March 2022     

                      
GB 
0402189.5  

"Illumination Device"  January 2024   

                    
                    

                    
                    

                    

GB/EP Patents Related to Contra Vision ® See-through Graphics Advertisements  

1. Validity
At Grant

Re-examina tion (propos ed)

UK “Pa tent Of f ice Opinion”

2. Cost effective Legal 
Framework / Sys tems / Courts

EC Court

UK Pa tents  Court (S treamlined

Procedure)

UK Pa tents  County  Court 

(S treamlined Procedure)

Further Abbrev ia ted Procedure

UK P .O.  Procedures

3. Effective Deterrent (ability to
pursue infringers or deter
unjustified attack)

New  Insurance Scheme for Patents

4. Corporate Governance
Propos ed Nationa l and European promotion of  IP

and res pect IP, s upple mented by

Annua l IP Audit 

injunctions
+

damages

pena lties ?

Key Requirements/Suggestions for Enforceability of Patents
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TR UIS MS

• The patent system is for the benefit of society 
not the in vento r

• The patent system should encourage inventive innovation 
the applic a nt nee ds  to b e lieve it is  b enefic ial for him to appl y for a
patent a nd pub lic ly dis c los e his  idea

• Small improvement patents can substantially benefit society 
treat with s am e c are as  “b ig  ide as ”

• Time is of the essence
3+ yea rs  to g ra nt
9 months  to file  oppos ition
3+ yea rs  for oppos ition p roc e du re
(8 y ea rs  as s es s ment v .  1 ye ar c re ativ ity ) not in s oc ie ty ’s  inte res t
“P A C E ” ac c e le rate d pros ec ution

• It is a global market
P C T applic atio n mus t fulfil dis c los ure an d othe r re qui reme nts  of US  and 
other patent offic es ,  not jus t E P O rules .

1. Application should give most chance of a granted patent that covers the 

commercially desirable embodiments and is enforceable

2. A patent application is the start of a long and winding road leading inevitably, if 
the invention is successful, to litigation or threatened litigation.  L itigation is  lik e  

danc in g  with a b ea r;  it is  eas y to s tart b ut you c an only s top whe n the b ea r wa nts  to 

s top.

3. The description and other aspects of the application should suitother patent 
regimes, such as the US PTO (b es t method,  re duc tion to p rac tis e ,  pro of of 

inve ntors hi p,  ob ligation to s ub mit all material p rio r art,  e tc . )
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4. A single, uniform amendment procedure is  urgently requi re d (“Lon do n A gre eme nt”).   

The p res ent req uirem ent for nation al ame ndm ent with g re atly v ary in g  rul es  (ame ndm ent 

allo wed in s ome c o untri es ,  not in others ,  dis c laime r in s ome c ou ntries ,  differe nt 

method olo g ies ) penalis es  E uropean in no vatio n an d re wa rd.

5. Infringers and reluctant licensees are the best “search engine” for prior a rt,  

es pec ially trade lite ratu re ,  b roc hu res  an d “p rio r art in us e ”.   It is  not the patentee ’s  fault,  

nor a ny P atent Offic e ’s  fault, if more p rio r eme rg es .

6. The most important applications are: 

Applica tions  for:

Amendm ent

UK P atent Office Opinion Thes e procedures  are “de a ling  with winne rs ” -

Re-examination? us e bes t examine rs  – in public  interes t

CO-OP E RATION

• Should not be an adversarial process – it is  in s oc ie ty ’s  inte res ts  to g rant g ood 

patents  – enc o urag in g  furth er in no vatio n

• A mutual search for patentability

• Disclosure of most relevant / material prior art,  if s o:

• Initial tolerance of relatively broad claim to c over s c ope of the in v ention until firs t 

exa minatio n – not in s oc ie ty ’s  inte res ts  to b e proc es s ing  multiple  applic atio ns  initially

• Applicant to amend claims in light of prior art before firs t examination
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