Dear Sir Nick Stern,

This is a very strange way to exam ne G obal Warm ng. |
understand that it is in your terns of reference which you may not have
set but it is nevertheless a strange way to | ook at the problem

The gl obal tenperature figures can be seen at;

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/r esear ch/hadleycentr e/obsdata/index.html and the
carbon dioxide concentrations at;

http://cdiac.esd.or nl.gov/tr ends/co2/contents.htm.

G obal Warming is caused by the rising greenhouse gas concentrati on of
the air. Carbon Dioxide is the nost prolific of these

gases and causes the npbst warm ng. The concentration of water vapour in
the air is largely a function of the carbon dioxide

concentration and this is also increasing.

Al'l the greenhouse gases, apart from water vapour are trace gases in the
air and it is for that reason alone that human
activities can change their concentration in the atnosphere.

Si nce about 1960 just over half the em ssions of carbon di oxi de have
ended up in the atnosphere. The sane proportion is

ending up in the atnosphere despite em ssions increasing by at |east
150% i n that period

Since 1976 gl obal tenperatures have been rising at about 0.20 degrees
Cel sius per decade and the increase has been at a

roughly standard rate over this time period. This may be about to
change.

The Arctic is warmng roughly five tines faster than the rest of the
world. This is what affects your report. The Arctic

sea ice is reytreating very fast in sumer and the water is absorbing
the sun's rays whilst the ice reflected them Thus

the Arctic COcean is going to go on warm ng unless drastic action is
taken. Partly as a result of the Arctic Ocean warm ng

the land around it and partly because the Arctic is warming the frozen
land's permafrost is nelting. This permafrost

contains billions of tons of frozen carbon di oxi de and net hane, nuch
nmore than there is in the atnobsphere, and nelting
this will set off a runaway greenhouse event.

The Carbon di oxi de and Met hane fromthe Arctic permafrost will warmthe
earth and the seas. There is 50 times as nuch

carbon in the oceans as in the iar and warm oceans can hold much | ess
carbon than cooler oceans. Thus this is rel eased

and the earth warns nuch faster. Al so Methane hydrates are rel eased from
the bottom of the ocean. The earth then warns

by about six degrees Cel sius. Vast changes take place in climte
patterns and nost plants die. Humanity is also w ped out

probably by 2040.



None of this needs to happenif humanity makes drastic cuts in em ssions
of greenhouse gases now - over 70% Then the

Arctic permafrost will not nely nor the Arctic Ccean's ice nelt
conpletely in sumrer. Thus we will survive

It is very difficult to neasure this in nonetary terns. |f humanity does
not take imediate action but goes on
expandi ng fossil fuel energy use the chances are that world community

will be better off in ten years than at present
but the gl obal econonmy will start collapsing fromthis point onwards.
Everybody wi Il be dead and there be no gl oba

econony in 2040. How does one neasure this in financial terns?

My reaction is to make huge cuts in global eni ssions of greenhouse gases
now so that humanity can survive in future

Econom cally this is bound to cause enornmouse damage to all the
econom es in the world, but as Margaret Thatcher used

to say 'There Is No Alternative', TINA

Shoul d you wi sh that |I support any of these assertions please contact
me, | can prove it if you wish t your satisfaction

Al the Best,

John B Davies, Islington Friends of the Earth

John B Davi es
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Man- made climate change is the biggest environnental threat

our planet faces. Tony Blair says climte change is the world's
greatest environnental challenge - yet the Governnment has
sanctioned massive growth in air travel that will nmake it

i mpossi ble to nmeet our carbon dioxide reduction targets.

Take our Clinmate Challenge and nake a real difference.
http://ww. foe.co.uk/climte chal |l enge/

Make your personal stand agai nst airport expansion - sign
the airport pledge
http://ww. ai rportpl edge. org. uk

Find out the real cost of cheap flights
http://wwv. f oe. co. uk/ canpai gns/transport/issues/air travel /i ndex. htmn
http://ww. ai rportwatch. org. uk







