
                  PESA QUESTIONNAIRE 


REVIEW OF THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURE STATISTICAL ANALYSES (PESA)

· The PESA review and questionnaire:

The purpose of this questionnaire is to consult the users of PESA in order to develop its content and format to meet the needs of its users better.  Questionnaire responses will be used to generate a set of proposals for improvements to PESA which we will consult on.  We envisage any changes being implemented from PESA 2006 onwards.  

This review is being carried out concurrently with a review of Departmental Report common core public expenditure tables and Supplementary Budgetary Information (SBI), which you may also wish to comment on (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/economic_data_and_tools/finance_spending_statistics/pes_publications/pespub_consult.cfm).

· About PESA:

PESA is a National Statistics annual compendium of statistical analyses of public spending published as a Command Paper shortly after the Budget.  A few key expenditure series in PESA are updated, and released as press notices, three times a year as National Statistics updates (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/newsroom_and_speeches/press/press_index.cfm). Most analyses in PESA cover a span of 8 or 9 years (5 historic years, current year and either 2 or 3 planned years depending on the year of the biennial Spending Review).  PESA 2005 was published on 7 April this year and can be found at the following link:  (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/economic_data_and_tools/finance_spending_statistics/pes_publications/pespub_pesa05.cfm)

PESA currently presents public spending in the following ways:

i. total government spending;

ii. by government department; 

iii. by which part of the public sector is doing the spending;

iv. by function of government (eg education, transport etc.);

v. by UK country and region;

and analyses public spending in two ways:

i. in terms of the aggregates used by Government for expenditure planning and control (chapters 1, 2, 5, and early tables in chapters 4, 5 and 7);

ii. in terms of spending within Total Expenditure on Services (TES) by function, irrespective of how government spending is organised or controlled. TES is an expenditure concept closely linked to Total Managed Expenditure (TME) an aggregate of total public spending drawn from National Accounts.  (chapters 3 and 8, and the later tables in chapters 4, 6, and 7).

The questionnaire begins on the next page.

PESA QUESTIONNAIRE

You can complete this questionnaire electronically and send it back to us via email or by printing (you may wish to expand the boxes first) and sending it back to us by post.  The deadline for returns is Monday 12 September 2005.  Contact details are at the end of the questionnaire.

Please note it is not necessary to complete all questions in the questionnaire in order to contribute to the review.  If you need assistance in completing the questions please contact us using the details at the end of the questionnaire.

INFORMATION ABOUT YOU:

In order for us to (a) understand the range of users of PESA, and (b) contact you if we need to clarify any points, it would be helpful if you could provide the below brief details about yourself.  Unless you state otherwise we may publish your response to the consultation.

	


If you wish your response to remain confidential please cross this box: 

Your name
	


Contact details (email address and/or telephone number – will not be published)

	


If completing the questionnaire in the capacity of your role in an organisation:

Organisation name

	


Your title in the organisation

	


Main business of your organisation

	


QUESTIONS ABOUT PESA:

We will assume in all the following questions that if you refer to table numbers they relate to tables in PESA 2005 unless you specify otherwise.  PESA 2005 can be found at the following link (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/economic_data_and_tools/finance_spending_statistics/pes_publications/pespub_pesa05.cfm):

Your current use of PESA:

1.  How often do you use PESA at present?  Please choose one of:  daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, or ’new user’ and insert into the box below:

	


2.  Which publication medium of PESA do you use?  Please cross one box.

	Book
	

	Electronic (on HMT public website)
	

	Both
	


3.  What do you use in PESA (using PESA 2005 as your reference for table and chapter numbers) and for what purpose do you use them?  You may wish to list either in terms of specific tables or by chapter/appendix or by specific components or types of public expenditure.

	1.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	

	2.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	

	3.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	

	4.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	

	5.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	

	6.
	Use?
	

	
	Purpose?
	


4.  What other sources of public service or public expenditure information or data do you use?  For each please say whether you use in conjunction with PESA or separately.  If in conjunction with PESA then say how you use the 2 sources together.

	Source 
	With PESA? (and if so how used?)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


New, additional or different presentations of data:

5. Use the box below to highlight new, additional and/or different presentations of public expenditure data you would like to see in PESA.  Please give as much detail as possible and highlight the uses to which the data might be put.  Please list your ideas in order of priority.

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	

	7.
	

	8.
	


Improving the clarity and usability of PESA:

6.   Do you use the following to help you understand the data and are they clear and easy to use?

a) Chapter text and introduction:

	Use? Which?
	

	Is it clear?
	

	If not, why?
	

	How can we improve?
	


b)  Appendices:

	Use? Which?
	

	Is it clear?
	

	If not, why?
	

	How can we improve?
	


c)  Footnotes

	Clear?
	

	If not, why?
	

	How can we improve?
	


7.   a)  Do you find it easy to find the figure that answers your question?  If not, why do you think that is/ what would help?  Please list more that one example if appropriate.

	


b) Once you have identified the figure is it clear to you the basis on which that figure is compiled and that it answers your question correctly?  If not, why not/ what would help?  Please list more than one example if appropriate.

	


The timing of PESA

8.  PESA is published annually each year shortly after the Budget and around the same time as, and with data consistent with, Main Estimates and Departmental Reports.  Do you have comments on the publication schedule (please give reasons for any suggestions for change or keeping things as they are):

a) timing (note - any change would be subject to a consultation with Parliament)?

	


b) frequency?

	


c) whether the publication should be split and different types of analyses published at           different points in the year?

	


The format of PESA

9.  PESA is published both as hard copy and electronically on the HM Treasury website (pdf, downloadable excel tables, csv files).   Do you have any suggestions to changes to the current publication media in terms of either new formats or changes to the existing formats?  Please give reasons. 
	 


Prioritisation:

10. What would be your three top priorities for changes to PESA (whether new data or other changes)?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


Additional comments:

11.  If there is anything further you wish to add in relation to this review please do so below.

	


This is the end of the questionnaire.  Thank you for completing it.   Please return by Monday 12 September 2005.  (Telephone contact 0207 270  5752 for queries).

This questionnaire should be returned to:

· email: pesa@hm-treasury.gov.uk
· post:   The Editor, PESA
                        Public Services Delivery Analysis (PSDA) 

                        Floor 1/E2

                        HM Treasury

                        1 Horse Guards Road

                        London

                        SW1A 2HQ
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