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Dear Mr Llewallvn
ECGD consultation on anti-bribery and corruption procedures

| am wriling 0 express the Brilish Chambers of Commerce’s (BCC) concemns in
refation to the above consultation.

The BCC is the national voice of local business, representing over 135,000 firms
acroas the UK and our business members employ more than lve million people.
Almosl 20 per cenl ol our members operate within the manufacturing sector.

Many of the BCC's members are suppliers to companies that make use of export
credit puaraniees provided by ECGD,

Cxporl credil guarantees are provided internationally and we are concerned that
provisions under consideration could lead to an overly burdensome process that
affects the international competitiveness of our manufacturing industry.

The BCC is ol the vpinion that the anti-bribery, corruption provisions in the
December 2004 forms, coupled with the UK's already siringent money laimdering
laws, provide a sensible balance between the need to combat criminal activity of this
nature and the need to ensure that the procedurcs arc workable and practical for
buzinesses (o implement.

Indeed. these provisions represent a dramatic improvement on the unworkable
procedures that were originally introduced in May 2004,

Chr eoneern however is that, following this latest public consultation, the FCGD may
revert to unworkable provisions.

It is vital that this does nol happen.

Mesw anti-bribery and cormaption procedures of this nature will resull in burdensome
regulations and render the process of obtaining export eredit gouarantees more difficult
and costly for firms.

[T export credil guaranlees are not easily accessible for companies then the UK firms
that rely on it will be affected. Some may choose 1o contract their aclivily as a resull,
while others may decide to move cermain aspects of their operations overseas to
countries where export credit guaraniees are more aceessible,

orrpary Lmred S sy CARECTCR GEMERAL ;
P SR |7 England bo, 3531 D1 FRCAT




The overriding concern for our members is that an outcome is achieved that does not
impinge on the competitiveness of the UK manufacturing industry as such a scenario
would impact on firms down the supply chain,

Our manufacturing members that have contracts with firms that are detrimentally
affected by any new procedures conld face real difficulties il this results in these firms
contracting oul aclivity or shifting work abreoad.

The manufacturing sector confinues fo siruggle in the face of s6ff global competition
and it is crucial thal any changes to the ECGIMs anti-bribery and cérruption
procedures do not serve to further weaken the sector,

[ trust that these comments are laken on board, and in the spirit in which they are
inlended, and please do not hesitate to contact me il you wish 1o discuss this matter
further.

Yours sincerely

iy

naging Chrsclor




