	[image: image1.emf]

	tHE tECHNOLOGY sTRATEGY & pROGRAMME – Summary of the second b0ard meeting on 8th February 2005


TECHNOLOGY STRATEGY BOARD

The Technology Strategy Board held its second formal meeting on 8th February, followed up by a telephone conference call on 28th February.

Networks

The Board reviewed proposals for the establishment of Knowledge Transfer Networks (KTNs) in nine areas. Seven proposals were approved, subject to a few specific amendments, and £10m allocated to fund the start-up of these networks and support the transition of Faraday Partnerships where appropriate. The Board requested that funding should be subject to the agreement of a clear set of KTN-specific and generic objectives, with start-up and early performance of KTNs evaluated within the first 12-18 months to establish future funding requirements. (The Department is currently conducting work to clarify the relationship between KTNs and existing networks such as the Faraday Partnerships. No announcement will be made until this is resolved).

Collaborative Research & Development Priorities

The Board considered technology priorities for the April 2005 competition, reviewing some 14 technology areas amounting to a total funding commitment of £158m. The Board approved four areas as submitted and asked to see more detail on six other technology areas, including energy technologies and validation of complex systems. These proposals were subsequently approved by the Board. Proposals not accepted by the Board on this occasion will be reconsidered at a future date.

The following technology priorities were approved:

	Proposed Technology Priority
	Indicative  Funding Allocation
	Comments

	1. Nano-structured materials technology
	£15m
	The Board accepted that this was the final stage in the current round of government support for nanotechnologies. There had been a good response to previous competitions for nanotechnology, where the focus had been on health and energy. The forthcoming competition focused on security applications.

	2. Emerging energy technologies


	£9m
	The Board felt that the level of funding proposed was insufficient to make a significant impact in this area and requested that the original proposal was focused on priorities for energy R&D (specifically, enabling technologies such as grid management and energy storage), taking into account current UK capacity to develop and exploit energy technologies.

The Board subsequently agreed the revised proposal that focused on grid management technology, fuel cells/hydrogen and wave/tidal technologies. The Board requested that applicants should be encouraged to submit ambitious projects up to the full amount of funding allocated. It requested a presentation on the energy technology strategy by the summer and indicated its intention to work closely with the DTI Energy Group and its’ Advisory Board. 

	3. Zero to Landfill and the Zero Emission Factory
	£20m
	The Board welcomed the commitment from DEFRA and found the challenge-based approach very appealing. It intends to develop this approach further within the technology strategy.

	4. Biopharma bioprocessing
	£6m
	The Board felt that there was a real opportunity here to establish a bioprocessing knowledge base in the UK with the potential to capture real value, bringing together business needs with BBSRC activities.

	6. Advanced materials (high performance in extreme, hostile and critical environments)
	£10m
	The Board accepted that this followed previous competitions focusing on composites and smart materials. There was concern that plans to include materials to combat cross-infection were not adequately developed and should not be included at this point.

	7. Advanced manufacturing: 

(i) direct writing 

(ii) next generation lasers in manufacturing and other applications
	£10m
	The Board recognised the strong interest and wide applicability of these technologies. It gave particularly strong support to the allocation of £5m to laser-based manufacturing, recognising the breakthrough opportunity for the UK to develop high value-adding applications using the new generation of low cost lasers. It believed that the sum proposed would be sufficient to move forward use of this technology significantly.

	5. Validation of Complex Systems
	£30m
	The Board discussed this proposal at length, both at the Board meeting and in the conference telephone call. It subsequently concluded that significant funding should be allocated to the validation of complex systems from the technology programme and that the competition should be open to all sectors with an interest in this area. The timing of the announcement and its inclusion in the April competition should be determined by the DTI. 


The Board also discussed the longer-term development of the technology strategy, considering in particular the scope for incorporating a more challenge-based approach into the programme.

CJP

The Technology Strategy Board Secretariat
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