Lord Sainsbury’s Speech at the Cross-Government Information Day on Science and Innovation, Tuesday 15th March 2005

Introduction

Good Morning Ladies and Gentlemen. I am delighted to see that so many of you could attend this event. I am also very pleased that Professor Howard Dalton, Chief Scientific Advisor at Defra, and Professor Gordon Conway, Chief Scientific Advisor to DFID, are participating in this ‘Cross-Government Information Day’, which is part of National Science Week.

National Science Week

National Science Week is the UK’s annual celebration of science, engineering and technology, and this event has been organised to:
· help you to understand the role and importance that science and technology plays in UK policy making, to both improve our competitiveness in a global economy, and also to promote social and environmental objectives.
In a world in which China and India with their low wages are inevitably building up their market share of labour intensive products, we must move into new high-tech areas where our outstanding service and engineering base and our record of discovery give us an advantage.

This event is also designed to promote a better understanding of the strategic approach that the DTI is adopting with its new Technology Strategy, and how Government Departments are now beginning to work together to achieve a greater coordination of science and technology activities across Government.

Science Spending

Because of the opportunities for innovation, the present Government has made a huge commitment to Science, and the funds of the Research Councils will rise to over £3.4 billion a year by 2008, having been £1.3 billion in 1997/1998. The science budget will also grow by 5.6% per annum in real terms between 2005/06 and 2007/08

U.K. medical and biological funding - including stem cell research and DNA based medicines - will rise to over £1 billion over the next three years according to the new science spending allocations announced on Monday, 7th March 2005.

Science and technology investment will help us to build on the UK’s excellent record in science. With 1% of the world’s population we undertake 5% of the world’s science, produce 9% of all scientific papers, and receive 12% of all citations, including 13% of the highly cited ones. We all should be proud of this achievement and see this as a great national asset. 

Technology Strategy  

But for the UK to prosper, the knowledge, which lies in the science base, needs to be translated into value added activities. The Government's ten-year Science and Innovation Investment Framework, published in July 2004, therefore reaffirmed the commitment to support businesses investing in new and emerging technologies.

A Technology Strategy Board, comprising mainly of industrialist and Venture Capitalists, has now been established as an integral part of DTI’s Technology Strategy. It will identify the new and emerging technologies critical to the growth of the UK economy into which government funding can be directed.

Over the period 2005-2008, £320 million is being made available to businesses in the form of grants to support research and development in the technology areas identified by the Technology Strategy Board, and delivered through Collaborative Research and Development and Knowledge Transfer Networks. 

Defra and DFID

But Government Departments working alone will not be able to maximise the value we get from our investments in Science and Technology. It is now essential that we work together in a coordinated and strategic manner. I believe that the decision, in the 10 Year Science & Innovation Framework, to deploy £50 million of Defra’s funds through the Technology Programme to encourage business innovation to reduce the impact of business activity on the environment was a significant move towards a joint approach to tackling some of the major challenges which we face. I am sure that this type of collaboration will grow and I hope it will become an important feature of SR2006. 

We also owe it to the poorest nations to help them to alleviate the grinding poverty, which is pervasive in regions such as sub Sahara Africa, where access to adequate food, energy, clean water and the most rudimentary healthcare is a luxury few can afford. DFID’s role in this regard is crucial, and science and technology can play an important role in raising agricultural productivity and improving healthcare. 

Conclusion

The UK’s outstanding record of scientific and engineering discoveries is an important national asset, and I hope that the investments which we are making in strengthening the science base send a strong signal to scientists and engineers around the world that the UK is the place to carry out cutting edge research.  In the words of the Prime Minister, “we want the U.K. to be one of the best places in the world for science and innovation.”

This, coupled with a much more strategic approach to helping business to innovate should make a major contribution to wealth creation and the improvement of the quality of our lives.

The challenges are very great, but the prizes are huge and I am sure you will find this Cross Government Information Day highly productive.

Thank you
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