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PRESS RELEASE IMMEDIATE

Asian and European countries agree to work together to defeat spam criminals at ASEM London conference.

‘Spam’ – unsolicited email – is no longer just an annoyance to internet users and a threat to business. It is also increasingly a vehicle for transnational crime and other illegal activities on a global scale.

In London this week, experts from Asia and Europe shared cutting-edge ideas and experience in order to try and arrive at a collaborative approach to defeat the ‘spammers’.  

Today (Wednesday 23 February) Government participants at the conference adopted an ASEM Joint Statement on International Anti-Spam cooperation. 

The problems:

The participants recognised:

* that the convenience and efficiency of electronic mail and the Internet  are seriously threatened by the extremely rapid growth in the volume of spam;

* the urgent need to address international spam enforcement cooperation and spam-related problems, such as online fraud and deception, so-called ‘zombie’ computers, phishing, and dissemination of viruses;

* the need to acknowledge the importance of freedom of expression; 

* that governments alone cannot effectively tackle internet issues, and therefore global cooperation and public-private partnerships are essential;

* that the relevant laws and enforcement mechanisms need to be supported through awareness raising, industry self-regulation, technical solutions and partnerships between governments and the internet community;  

* that there is a need to ensure that appropriate local, regional and/or national enforcement authorities have a high degree of coordination and understanding of the problems created by unsolicited commercial communications and of the available remedies; 

* the need for all to take appropriate security measures to protect their networks and personal computers; 

THE SOLUTIONS: 

In the statement, the participants:

- agreed to engage in regular discussions and actions through their policy and enforcement officials with the aim of combating spam;

- agreed that anti-spam efforts should not only include legislation and enforcement, but also awareness raising, industry self-regulation, technical solutions and partnerships between governments and the internet community;

- encouraged communication and coordination among the different international bodies, public and private, who are developing cross-border policy, regulatory, technical, and other tools to combat spam;

- encouraged in particular all countries to set up appropriate structures to fight spam nationally, as a first step towards international cooperation; 

- encouraged dialogue between public authorities and appropriate private sector representatives to promote ways in which the private sector can support governments and enforcement agencies in bringing spam cases and pursue their own initiatives to fight spam;

- reaffirmed their aim to work together to advance international cooperation in the fight against spam in relevant international fora such as ASEM.

The ASEM representatives also confirmed that a priority for ASEM countries would be to coordinate anti-spam efforts at domestic level, and at the international level between ASEM and the other international organizations dealing with spam, such as the EC and the OECD Spam Task Force.

Ends

NOTES FOR EDITORS: See www.asemec-london.org
1. ASEM – the Asia-Europe meeting – brings together 15 member countries in Asia, 25 in Europe and the European Commission.
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