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Guide to the ECO Website 

www.dti.gov.uk/export.control
The following pages show you where you can find ECO website documents quickly and easily.  The website changes regularly, so the current pages may not be identical to those reproduced here but the content of each section should still be accurate.

Each page shows a screen grab with relevant or important documents highlighted.
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Details of their contents
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Applying for a Licence: Details of contents 
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UK Strategic Export Control Lists: Front page
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Legislation: Details of contents
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Publications & Guidance: Details of contents
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Help & Advice: Details of contents
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Top 5 pages
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An Introduction to Export Controls: Brief Guide under Publications & Guidance Notes section.
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UK Strategic Export Control Lists.  To be found under ‘Key Documents’ on the Front/Home page or in the Legislation section.  
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Licence application details in the Applying for a Licence and Rating Enquiries section.
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Open General Licences in the section of the same name.
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Various Guidance Notes to help you though the different aspects of export controls, mostly in the Publications & Guidance Notes section but also look under Applying for a Licence and Licensing Policy.

Front/Home Page
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Applying for a Licence & Rating Enquiries; Awareness; Strategic Export Control Lists
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 UK Strategic Export Control Lists: Front page
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The Notices to Exporters section announces new guidance material, new and revised Open General Licences and ECO promotional material.  The latest documents run first on the page.  To register to receive Notices to Exporters, please see the Help and Advice section below, p17  





Stop Press and What’s New sections have details of all the most recently-added documents.  In What’s New, the documents are listed by the month in which they were released, the latest running first.  





Applying for a Licence provides guidance on how to apply for licences and submit Rating Enquiries.  The contents of this page are described in more detail from pp6 to 10





Look in Awareness for details of all the upcoming training courses.





The Strategic Export Control Lists is the document you need to check to determine whether your goods, software or technology is/are listed, and therefore licensable.  This list is consolidated from the different export control regimes.





It is 241 pages long and is approx 1.13Mb in size.  





The front page of this document is shown on p11





Licensing Policy contains:


Links to 3 relevant FCO web pages: Sanctions regimes, Arms embargoes and Restrictions on the export of strategic goods; Export control restrictions applying to all countries; and the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria.  


Details of sanctions on certain countries (eg Libya, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Liberia, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Burma, Sierra Leone) 


Quarterly Reports on Strategic Export Controls; and Refusal Percentages and Standard Individual Export Licence (SIEL) Application Processing Times by Destination. 


Current policy licensing policy documents on eg exports to India or Pakistan; parliamentary statements; and a link to the Strategic Export Controls Annual Reports








Legislation: This section lists all the relevant pieces of export control legislation.  


See pp12-13





Key Links: Here you will find links to related websites, for instance, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (where you can discover whether sanctions are in place for a certain destination) and the various export control regimes: Wassenaar Arrangement, Missile Technology Control Regime, Australia Group, Chemical Weapons Convention and Nuclear Suppliers Group.





There are 28 Open General Export Licences (OGELs), an Open General Trade Control Licence, 4 Transhipment Licences and 3 other Open General Licences.  They are exporter-focussed, ie the exporter must check that the goods, software or technology is specified, that the destination is permitted (note inclusive and exclusive lists) and must fully comply with the conditions of the licence.  





Also note the Date in Force column.  You must ensure that you are using the latest version of the licence.  Check that you have not got an earlier version on your own file.





If you are using an OGEL relating to military goods, software or technology, you should also refer to the Guidance on the F680 procedure found in the Applying for a Licence section.  If you are using the OGEL: Exports or Transfers in Support of UK Government Defence Contracts), please see the related guidance note in the Publications and Guidance section, Crown Immunity and the OGEL for Exports in Support of Government Defence Contracts.











Help and Advice gives you contact details for the ECO and gives you the opportunity to register with us to receive ‘Notices to Exporters’ automatically by e-mail.  See p17





Publications and Guidance Notes contains notes on all aspects of export and trade controls.  


See pp14-16 for full contents.





Note the difference between export and trade control licence applications – it is easy to apply for the wrong type of licence.





MoD F680 approval: If you have a government contract at CONFIDENTIAL level or above, or you are a List X company, you will need to obtain F680 approval before exhibiting, demonstrating and selling goods, software or technology.





SIEL licence application via the ELVIS electronic system: This link details how to apply for a Standard Individual Export Licence (SIEL).  You can download the ELVIS software and use a link on this page to make online submissions.  There is also a user guide to help you with any queries.





Rating Enquiry: If you are unsure whether your goods, software or technology need a licence ie whether (and where) they are listed on the Strategic Export Control List, you can use this Rating Enquiry form to find out. You must provide as much information about the goods, software or technology as possible (the form is limited to 4 items), and you will receive a letter telling you whether a licence is required and, if applicable, the relevant control entry.  We will also assess any End-User concerns as part of this process.





Technical Information Required from Exporters; End User Undertakings: These are all useful documents to refer to when deciding what supporting information you should provide with your licence application.





Insufficient technical information or incomplete End-User Undertakings (EUUs) are two of the main reasons that we reject applications or need to write to you for further information.





Standard Individual and Open Individual Trade Control Licences: The first of these documents explains how to apply for trade control licences and the two underneath are the trade control application forms themselves.  





Trade is defined as the UK involvement in deals which result in the movement of military goods from one third country to another.





Open General Licences Guidance: This guidance note explains open general licences and how to use them.  A link to this document is also found in the ‘Open General Licences’ section and the ‘Publications and Guidance Notes’ sections of the website.








Authorised Signatory Form and Guidance: This is the link to use to request that an employee is made an authorised signatory.  A non-authorised signatory signing an export licence is another common failing in export licence applications.





Open Individual Export Licence: This document contains guidance on Open Individual Export Licences (OIELs).  You can’t download the OIEL application software (OLLIE) from the website; but you can get it on CD and you should email the DTI helpline on � HYPERLINK "mailto:eco.help@dti.gsi.gov.uk" ��eco.help@dti.gsi.gov.uk�








Appeals Licensing Procedure: If an export licence application is refused, this document will give you details about the appeals procedure.  If your licence is refused, it will be done under one of the eight Consolidated Criteria (and you will be informed as to which one in the letter you receive) as described on the FCO website.  A direct link to this page can be found in the Licensing Policy section.





This is the front page of the Strategic Export Control Lists.  The contents of the List are clearly stated here, including the 10 categories of the EC Dual-Use list.  





You will also find shortcuts to the various sections on the list via the bookmarks on the left hand side of the screen.  Pressing Ctrl-F will allow you to conduct a word search on the whole list.  





Trade Control Orders: These 2 orders were laid under the Export Control Act 2002 and came into force on 1 May 2004.





Amendments to legislation: Most export control legislation is subject to amendments.  You need to check whether any changes affect your understanding of the original legislation.





Current Export Control Legislation: This is the place to look for the latest export control legislation.





Control Lists: These links take you to the complete UK Strategic Export Control Lists or to the UK Military List, which is just one part of the overall Lists





EC Dual Use Regulation: This page details all pieces of legislation related to European Council Regulation  (EC) No 1334/2000, including amendments and associated joint actions etc.





Export Control Act 2002:  Guidance notes to help exporters understand the implications of the controls introduced as part of the Export Control Act 2002.  We have published three sets of guidance notes:


Transfer Abroad of Controlled Military Technology and Software;


Trade (“Trafficking and Brokering”) in Controlled Goods including Trade to Embargoed Destinations;


Additional Controls on the Prevention of Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD);


The first one of these is shown here; the others are further down the page





WMD Controls: We have two pieces of guidance relating to the WMD controls.  This is the latest document but you should also be aware of the following: Export Control Act 2002: Additional Controls on the Prevention of Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD): Supplementary Guidance Note which is further down this page





Export Control Act 2002 Trade Controls: How they affects those who exhibit at Trade Fairs and Exhibitions and the activities of  academics and researchers in the UK 





MoD F680: This document gives further information from the MoD about crown immunity and MoD related activities and should be read in conjunction with the Open General Export Licence: Exports or transfers in Support of UK Government Defence Contracts).








This document, An introduction to Export Controls: A Brief Guide is the best place to start if you are new to export controls.  It will give you basic information that you need to be aware of before you start exporting, including the different types of licence and frequently asked questions about licence applications.





These documents are also found in the Applying for a Licence and Rating Enquiries section.





The ECO Compliance Code of Practice gives you information about ECO compliance visits which we will make if you are using Open Individual or Open General Licences.  This document provides help and advice to companies about what is required of a company and guidance on training, record keeping, suspicious enquiries etc





Military End-Use Controls may apply to an export and you need to check. This document explains these controls.





Export of Technology: This is an area of concern at the moment within companies and this document covers the main points associated with the export and transfer of technology from the UK.





Automatic updates of guidance etc:  If you would like to receive updates electronically you can join our list here.  You will then receive regular Notices to Exporters whenever an aspect of export control changes, amendments to legislation, changes to sanctions orders, to open general licences, and other relevant information.





ECO contact details: If you need to contact us, you will find more details here.
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